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Bert Blyleven

Bert Blyleven

Blyleven in 2008
Pitcher

Born: April 6, 1951
Zeist, Netherlands

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 June 5, 1970 for the Minnesota Twins 

Last MLB appearance

 October 4, 1992 for the California Angels 

Career statistics 

Win–Loss record   287–250

Earned run average   3.31

Strikeouts     3,701

Teams

• Minnesota Twins (1970–1976)
• Texas Rangers (1976–1977)
• Pittsburgh Pirates (1978–1980)
• Cleveland Indians (1981–1985)
• Minnesota Twins (1985–1988)
• California Angels (1989–1992)

Career highlights and awards

• 2× All-Star selection (1973, 1985)
• 2× World Series champion (1979, 1987)
• 1989 AL Comeback Player of the Year
• Pitched no-hitter on September 22, 1977
• Minnesota Twins #28 retired

Incoming Member of the National

   Baseball Hall of Fame   

Induction   2011

Vote     79.7% (14th Ballot)
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Bert Blyleven (born Rik Aalbert Blijleven, April 6, 1951 in Zeist, Netherlands) is a former Major League Baseball
pitcher who played from 1970 to 1992, and was best known for his outstanding curveball. Blyleven was elected to
the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2011.

Early life
Blyleven was born in the Netherlands but raised in Garden Grove, California. His father moved the family to Canada
when he was 2, and then Southern California, when he was 5. He became interested in baseball as a young boy
watching Sandy Koufax pitch for the Los Angeles Dodgers and listening to Vin Scully and Jerry Doggett announce
the Dodgers radio broadcasts. He was quoted as saying, “My dad built me a mound in the backyard with a canvas
backdrop over our horseshoe pits, and I would go back there and just throw and throw and throw until I developed it,
and it became my curveball. And I could throw it over at any time, any count.” [1]

Baseball career
Blyleven starred on the Santiago High School baseball team, also running cross country to build up his stamina and
leg strength. He was drafted straight out of high school by the Minnesota Twins in the third round in 1969, where
after only 21 minor league starts he found himself called up to the Majors at age 19, June 2, 1970. In his first season,
his sharp curveball helped him to ten victories and he was named AL Rookie Pitcher of the Year by The Sporting
News. In 1973 he pitched the most shutouts of any AL pitcher, with 9.
However, Blyleven's early career with the Twins was not always pleasant as he was hounded by critics and fans.[2]

Becoming more vocal, Blyleven was traded to the Texas Rangers on June 1, 1976. He pitched well with the Rangers,
having a 2.76 ERA in his first season and throwing a no-hitter against the California Angels on September 22, 1977,
just two weeks after being sidelined with a groin injury. His 2.74 career ERA with the Rangers remains the best in
team history.[3]

Then, following an incident in which Blyleven blatantly gave the finger to a television camera obviously focused on
him during one of the Rangers' rare nationally-broadcast games, Blyleven was again traded on December 8, 1977 to
the Pittsburgh Pirates as part of the first four-team trade in Major League Baseball history. With the Pirates, he led
the team in ERA, strikeouts and complete games in 1978 and helped them to a World Series victory in 1979.
However, Blyleven became disgruntled with the Pirates and threatened to retire during the 1980 season if he was not
traded.[4] Eventually, the Pirates did trade him to the Cleveland Indians on December 9, 1980. Blyleven sat out most
of the 1982 season with an elbow injury and struggled again in 1983, but came back in 1984 with one of his best
seasons: a 19-7 record with a 2.87 ERA. He missed a second 20-win season that year when he was forced to miss a
couple of starts after breaking his foot when joking around in the bullpen. In 1985 he again lead the American
League in shutouts with 5. That year he also pitched 293 2/3 innings and completed 24 games, a feat never repeated
(no pitcher has completed even ten games in a season since 2000.)[5] Blyleven was unhappy playing for the
lackluster Indians and forced a trade back to the Twins, where he passed the 3,000-strikeout mark and helped the
Twins to a 1987 World Series victory.
Blyleven's first two full seasons back with the Twins also produced major league records for home runs allowed in a
single season (50) and in back-to-back seasons (96). He never surrendered more than 24 home runs in any year
before and after the 1986-87 campaigns, averaging 21 allowed per season over the course of his career.
Blyleven went to the California Angels in 1989 and pitched a 2.73 ERA for a 17-5 record in his first season, and led
the league for his third and final time in shutouts (5). He then missed the entire 1991 season following rotator cuff
surgery. He came back in 1992, but was mostly unproductive, going 8-12 with a 4.74 ERA. He retired following that
season with a career 287-250 record with 3,701 strikeouts (only 16 other pitchers have at least 3,000 career
strikeouts) and a 3.31 ERA. He tried out for the Twins again in the spring of 1993, but did not make the squad,
making his retirement official.
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MLB Hall of Fame third baseman Brooks Robinson stated "It (his curveball) was nasty, I'll tell you that. Enough to
make your knees buckle. Bert was a terrific pitcher — a dominating pitcher."[6]

Blyleven was a pitching coach for the Netherlands in the 2009 World Baseball Classic.[7]

Honors
After his first year of eligibility in 1998, Blyleven was widely considered to be the best eligible pitcher not yet in the
Baseball Hall of Fame. According to Matt Welch of Reason Magazine, "there had long been a strong case that the
Dutch-born curveballista was the most deserving player on the outside of Cooperstown looking in."[8] Still, it was
not until his 14th year of eligibility in 2011 that he was elected, with 79.7% of the vote. He currently ranks 5th
all-time in Strikeouts, 9th all-time in Shutouts, and 27th all-time in Wins. At the time of his election he was the only
eligible member of the 3000 strikeout club, and the only person with 50 or more shutouts, not in the Hall of Fame.
Blyleven received only 17.55% of the vote for Hall of Fame admission in 1998 (first year of eligibility), and his vote
total dropped to 14.1% the following year. No player who had debuted on the ballot since 1970 had a vote total that
low and later won election to the Hall. However, ESPN.com columnist Jayson Stark stated that "no player has ever
— and again, that word is 'ever' — had his Hall of Fame candidacy helped more by the sabermetrics boom than
Blyleven."[9] Specifically, according to Welch, "the president and chief investment officer of Lederer & Associates
Investment Counsel in Long Beach, California, a guy by the name of Rich Lederer, began spending some of his
off-hours writing analysis on the Interwebs about Blyleven's overlooked case."[8]

By 2006, this total had increased to 53.33%. In 2007, Blyleven's total dipped to 47.7% (75% is the minimum
required for admission to the Hall). In 2008, he received 336 votes, or 61.9% of the vote.[10] In 2009, he gained only
two votes, for a total of 338, 62.7%. In 2010, Blyleven had 74.2% of the votes, missing admission to the Hall of
Fame by only 5 votes (0.8%).[11]

Blyleven was elected to the Hall of Fame in 2011 after receiving 79.7% of the vote on his 14th attempt.[12] It’s been
14 years of praying and waiting,” he said on a conference call from Fort Myers, Fla. "I thank the baseball writers of
America for, I’m going to say, finally getting it right."[13] Blyleven will be the first Dutch-born player inducted.
Blyleven was inducted into the Minnesota Twins Hall of Fame in 2002,[14] and was chosen to the fan-elected
"Wendy's- Minnesota Twins All-Metrodome Team" on July 28, 2009. On July 16, 2011 the Minnesota Twins will
formally retire Blyleven's number.[15]

Commentating career
In 1996, Blyleven became a color commentator for the Twins. Blyleven's commentary is occasionally risqué for a
baseball broadcast, but provides interesting and friendly conversation between him and play-by-play announcer Dick
Bremer.

Off-color comments
Blyleven has been known to make off-color remarks during some Twins television broadcasts. Play-by-play
announcer Dick Bremer frequently responds to these comments with silence or with an attempt to change the
subject.
• During a 2006 broadcast, the topic of conversation with a guest shifted from George Brett to singing in the

shower. Blyleven mentioned that he had showered with Brett, and the guest expressed surprise. Blyleven
exclaimed "Well, there were other guys there! ... although they did say not to bend over."[16]

• During the pregame show on September 3, 2006 which was broadcast on WFTC (Channel 29), Blyleven twice 
used the word "fuck" while he was live on air after getting caught up in his words during commentary. Blyleven 
stopped his commentary and muttered "We're gonna do this fuckin' thing over again, cause I just fucked it up." 
Upon being told by fellow broadcaster Anthony LaPanta (who was filling in for Bremer) that they were actually
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broadcasting live, Blyleven said "Oh we're live? I didn't know that." In the first inning of the game, he apologized.
Blyleven was originally suspended by the network for two telecasts, but was then suspended three additional
games. During his suspension, fans were occasionally spotted holding "Free Bert" signs at the Metrodome.[17]

Circle Me, Bert
Circle Me, Bert is a popular sign raised by fans of the Minnesota Twins. Fans hope that Blyleven will spot their sign
and circle them on television with his telestrator.
Use of Blyleven's "Circle Machine" is an honor rarely extended to his broadcast partner, Dick Bremer. Blyleven did
allow Bremer to use the telestrator on August 5, 2006. "For heaven's sake, let me circle my daughter," Bremer
pleaded. Blyleven then permitted Bremer to circle his daughter, who was in the crowd at the Kansas City Royals'
Kauffman Stadium. Again, on August 16, 2006, Blyleven permitted Bremer to use the Circle Machine, but was less
than thrilled when Bremer drew a peanut shape around a fan's head. Fans have responded to these sorts of incidents
by creating new signs for Bremer involving other shapes, including "Triangle Me, Dick" and "Square Me, Dick."
Starting in 2005, fans who are circled have a chance to win $100 in Minnesota State Lottery tickets as part of the
promotion called Winner's Circle.

Personal
He currently resides in Fort Myers, Florida.
Blyleven appeared as himself in the 1990 James Belushi film Taking Care of Business.[18] During a 2006 broadcast,
Blyleven forgot the name of the movie and had to be reminded by a technician in the broadcast booth.
Blyleven was one of baseball's most notorious dugout pranksters during his playing days. He earned the moniker
"Frying Dutchman" by frequently setting fire to his teammates' shoelaces, a practical joke known as a "hot-foot".
Blyleven did not know his correct name until he was about to get married. He had thought all his life his given name
was "Rikaalbert"; when he was about to get married and got a copy of the birth certificate issued to his parents in
Zeist, needing the certificate to fill out the marriage-license application, he saw his name for the first time as Rik
Aalbert Blijleven.[19]

Career statistics

W L PCT ERA G GS CG SHO SV IP H ER R HR BB K WP HBP

287 250 .534 3.31 692 685 242 60 0 4970 4632 1830 2029 430 1322 3701 114 155
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Bill Phillips

First baseman

Born: April, 1857
Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada

Died: October 7, 1900 (aged 43)
Chicago, Illinois

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 May 1, 1879 for the Cleveland Blues

Last MLB appearance

 October 3, 1888 for the Kansas City Cowboys

Career statistics 

Batting average   .266

Hits   1,130

Runs   562

Teams

• Cleveland Blues (1879–1884)
• Brooklyn Grays (1885–1887)
• Kansas City Cowboys (1888)

Career highlights and awards

• 1880–1882 - Led the National League in double plays
• 1881 - Led the National League in games played 
• 1885, 1887 - Led the American Association in putouts 
• 1885, 1888 - Led the American Association in fielding percentage 
• 1886 - Led the American Association in games played.

William B. "Bill" Phillips (April, 1857 – October 7, 1900), also known as Silver Bill,[1] was a Canadian
professional baseball first baseman from the mid-1870s until the late 1880s. From 1879 to 1888, he played for three
major league teams; the Cleveland Blues of the National League (NL) from 1879 to 1884, the Brooklyn Grays of the
American Association (AA) from 1885 to 1887, and the Kansas City Cowboys of the AA in 1888. A native of Saint
John, New Brunswick, Canada, he has the distinction of being the first Canadian to play in the major leagues.
As a batter, Phillips finished in the top-ten among league leaders on multiple occasions, including triples four times, 
and games played, at bats, doubles, runs batted in (RBIs), and extra base hits three times each. Additionally, as a 
fielder, he finished among the defensive leaders for the league's first baseman in double plays for three consecutive 
years, and twice finished first in putouts and fielding percentage. He died in Chicago, Illinois at the age of 43. He 
was later enshrined into the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame in 1988 for his accomplishments, and is considered by
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some to be greatest Canadian first baseman in baseball history.

Early years
Phillips was born in April 1857, to a large family of English heritage, that consisted of nine siblings, two brothers
and seven sisters, and a cooper father.[1] Known as "Willie" to his family, he had likely began his interest in the
game of baseball while still in his hometown of Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada, considering there were at least
nine amateur baseball clubs organized and playing there during the early-1870s.[1] Canadian journalist Peter
McGuire claims the Phillips family moved from Saint John in 1877, due to a major fire, which burned much of the
city.[2] However, according to Alfred Henry Spink, founder of the Sporting News, Phillips was playing baseball in
the Chicago, Illinois area at earlier date.[3]

It is certain the family settled in Chicago in the mid to late-1870s as Phillips was playing for a top amateur team of
the area called the Pastime club[1] In 1877, he played professionally for an independent team in Winona, Minnesota,
the Clipper Club.[1] The club lasted just 29 games, and joined the Minneapolis Browns of the League Alliance (LA)
in May.[1] [4] He played with the Browns into mid-August, then joined another LA club, the Janesville Mutual, later
that month for a four-day stretch.[4] Phillips joined independent Forest City club of Cleveland, Ohio in 1878, and in
65 games had a batting average of .296 to lead the team.[1] The next year, the Cleveland team joined the NL, which
began Phillips' major league career.[1]

Career

Cleveland
The Forest City team of Cleveland joined the National League for the 1879 season as the Cleveland Blues, and
Phillips made NL debut on May 1, becoming the first native Canadian to play in the major leagues.[1] [5] In his first
NL season, he led the league's first basemen in games played with 75, was sixth in the league with 365 at bats, while
leading the Blues in runs scored, and hits.[6] [7] In the 1880 season, his batting average dropped from .271 in 1879, to
.256; however, he finished in the top-ten among the league leaders in games played with 85, which was first among
first basemen, was fifth in the league with 10 triples, and led the league in double plays.[6] On June 12, the Blues
were the victim of the first recorded perfect game in history, thrown by Lee Richmond of the Worcester
Worcesters.[8] In that game, Phillips hit what appeared to be a single to right field, only to be thrown out at first base
by the shallow-playing right fielder Lon Knight.[1]

Phillips continued his consistent play in 1881, when his 85 games played led the league, and he finished second in
the league with 10 triples, as well as top-ten totals in extra-base hits with 29, and at bats with 357.[6] However, his
batting statistics declined, in both 1882 and 1883, his batting average dipping to a low of .246 in 1883, but he did
finish eighth in league with four home runs in 1882, and he again led all first basemen in double plays.[5] [6] In 1884,
when teammates Fred Dunlap and Jack Glasscock jumped to the Union Association, he attempted to fill the void.[1]

Although he batted .276, the highest average on the Blues' team, achieved his highest career statistical totals in
nearly all batting categories, it was not enough, as Cleveland finished 49 games out of first place.[6] [9] The seventh
place finish by the Blues, along with the decline of fan support, resulted in the financial instability of the franchise,
and it folded after the season.[1]
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Brooklyn
Following the demise of the Blues, the Brooklyn Grays of AA signed their former manager, Charlie Hackett, along
with Phillips and six other Blues' players, including and the team signed many Cleveland's best players, including
Phillips and Germany Smith.[5] In Phillips' first season with Brooklyn, he established his highest seasonal batting
average of his career with .302, which was the seventh highest in the league, and led all third basemen in putouts,
and fielding percentage.[5] [6] Additionally, his on-base percentage of .364 placed in the top five among AA hitters,
he led his team in RBIs with 63, slugging percentage, and triples.[6] [10]

He continued his success for Grays 1886, establishing his highest seasonal career totals in games played with 141,
which led the AA, and hits with 160, which was fifth among the league leaders.[6] In 1887, he became the second
Canadian baseball player to surpass 100 RBIs in a season, when he finished with a total of 101, Tip O'Neill having
done so in 1886 with the St. Louis Browns. He led the league in fielding percentage among first basemen for the
second time, and his 34 doubles were sixth in the league.[6]

Final years
Phillips was sold to the Kansas City Cowboys during the off-season to make room for Dave Orr.[1] [5] By the end of
the 1888 season, Phillips' abilities began to decline at a rapid pace, which brought about simpathy among the
baseball community.[1] Years later, Charles Comiskey recalled that when he was the manager for the St. Louis
Browns, instructing his pitchers to throw easy-to-hit pitches for Phillips so that his public image would remain
intact.[1] The 1888 season was Phillips' last at the major league level, and while he had his lowest seasonal batting
average of .236, he again led the league in putouts.[5] [6] He returned to Canada to play one more season of
professional baseball, with Hamilton Hams of the International League. However, he batted just .245, which signaled
the end of his playing career.[1] Phillips never married, and he died on October 7, 1900 in Chicago at the age of 43,
of syphilitic locomotor ataxia, and he is interred at Graceland Cemetery.[1] [5] [11] Phillips was enshrined into the
Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame in 1988.[12]

Career statistics
Bill Phillips' career totals as recognized by Baseball-Reference.com.[6]

G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB BB SO BA OBP SLG TB HBP

1,038 4,255 562 1,130 214 98 17 534 *39 178 *215 .266 .299 .374 1,591 *25

• ' * ' denotes statistics that were not officially recognized during parts or all of his career, and are incomplete.
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Bob Uecker

Bob Uecker

Catcher

Born: January 26, 1935
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 April 13, 1962 for the Milwaukee Braves

Last MLB appearance

 September 29, 1967 for the Atlanta Braves

Career statistics 

Batting Average   .200

Home Runs   14

RBI   74

Teams

• Milwaukee Braves (1962–1963)
• St. Louis Cardinals (1964–1965)
• Philadelphia Phillies (1966–1967)
• Atlanta Braves (1967)

Career highlights and awards

• Ford C. Frick Award (2003)
• World Series champion (1964)

Robert George "Bob" Uecker (pronounced /ˈjuːkər/ EWK-ər, or exactly as in the card game "euchre") (born
January 26, 1935) is an American former Major League Baseball player, later a sportscaster, comedian, and actor.
Uecker was given the title of "Mr. Baseball" by Johnny Carson.

Playing career
Though he sometimes joked he was born on an oleo run to Illinois, Uecker was raised in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.[1]

He grew up watching the minor-league Milwaukee Brewers at Borchert Field. He signed a professional contract with
his hometown Milwaukee Braves in 1956 and made his major league debut as a catcher with the club in 1962. A
mediocre hitter, he finished with a career batting average of .200. He was generally a sound defensive player and
committed very few errors in his Major League career as a catcher, completing his career with a fielding percentage
of .981. However, in 1967, despite playing only 59 games, he led the league with passed balls and is still on the top
ten list for most passed balls in a season, though he spent a good deal of the season catching Knuckleballer Phil
Niekro.[2] Uecker also played for the St. Louis Cardinals (and was a member of the 1964 World Champion club) and
Philadelphia Phillies before returning to the Braves, who had by then moved to Atlanta. His six-year major league
career concluded in 1967.
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Broadcasting career
After retiring as a player, Uecker returned to Milwaukee. In 1971, he began calling play-by-play for the Milwaukee
Brewers radio broadcasts, a position he holds to this day. He was also a color commentator on network television
broadcasts for baseball in the 1970s (for ABC's Monday Night Baseball) and in the 1990s (for NBC as he teamed
with Bob Costas and Joe Morgan for telecasts). During that time, he was a commentator for League Championship
Series and the World Series.
Uecker was named Wisconsin Sportscaster of the Year five times by the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters
Association. He was inducted into the Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998. The National Baseball Hall of Fame
presented Uecker with the Ford C. Frick Award for broadcasting in 2003.

Humor
Known for his humor, particularly about his undistinguished playing career, Uecker actually became much better
known after he retired from playing. He made some 100[3] guest appearances on Johnny Carson's Tonight Show, and
appeared in a number of humorous commercials, most notably for Miller Lite beer, as one of the "Miller Lite
All-Stars".
Uecker published two books, an autobiography entitled Catcher in the Wry (ISBN 0-515-09029-8), and Catch 222
(ISBN 0-399-13744-0).

Acting career
Uecker also pursued an acting career, playing the part of George Owens on the television sitcom Mr. Belvedere in
the 1980s. He played a prominent role in Major League, Major League II, and Major League: Back to the Minors as
Harry Doyle, the announcer for the team on which the movie is based, the Cleveland Indians. A phrase from this
movie, "Juuuust a bit outside...", referring to a pitch that is several feet outside the strike zone, began appearing in
some DirecTV ads in the spring of 2007.

Health issues
On April 27, 2010, Bob Uecker announced that he was going to miss 10–12 weeks of the 2010 baseball season
because of heart surgery. His aortic valve and a portion of his aortic root were successfully replaced four days later,
and he returned to broadcasting for the Brewers on July 23.[4] [5] On October 14, 2010, the Brewers announced
Uecker would again undergo heart surgery, this time to repair a tear at the site of his valve replacement. Recovery is
expected to last eight to ten weeks.[6]

Sports expertise outside of baseball
Uecker's sports expertise extends beyond baseball. He hosted two syndicated television shows, Bob Uecker's Wacky
World of Sports and Bob Uecker's War of the Stars. The former has since become known as The Lighter Side of
Sports (albeit with a different host, Mike Golic) and remains one of the longest-running syndicated sports programs
in American television history.
Uecker also appeared in a series of commercials for the Milwaukee Admirals of the American Hockey League in the
mid-1990s, including one in which he re-designed the team's uniforms to feature a garish plaid reminiscent of the
loud sports coats synonymous with Uecker in the 1970s and 1980s. In February 2006, the Admirals commemorated
those commercials with a special event in which the players wore the plaid jerseys[7] during a game. The jerseys
were then auctioned off to benefit charity.[8]
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Wrestling announcer
In 1987, Uecker appeared as a ringside announcer at WrestleMania III in Pontiac, Michigan, followed by a return in
1988 at WrestleMania IV as both a ringside announcer and backstage interviewer. One famous WrestleMania
segment saw André the Giant choking Uecker. His introduction of Andre from WrestleMania III can be heard in the
WWE's signature introduction during each of the organization's television broadcasts and home video releases.
He was later inducted into the Celebrity Wing of the WWE Hall of Fame on March 27, 2010, by Dick Ebersol.

Honors
Uecker was elected to the Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame in 1998.
Uecker was inducted into the Radio Hall of Fame in 2001. In 2003, he received the Ford C. Frick Award, bestowed
annually by the Baseball Hall of Fame to a broadcaster for "major contributions to baseball". His humorous and
self-deprecating speech was a highlight of the ceremony.[9]

In 2005, Uecker's 50th year in professional baseball, the Milwaukee Brewers placed a number 50 in his honor in
their "Ring of Honor", near the retired numbers of Robin Yount and Paul Molitor. Four years later, on May 12, 2009,
Uecker's name was also added to the Braves Wall of Honor inside Miller Park.[10]

Popular culture

The Uecker Seats.

• He was the voice of the "head of Bob Uecker" in the Futurama
episode "A Leela of Her Own."

• Uecker: Mulligan drives the ball. It's going, going and caught by
the shortstop. Mets lose again. Man, I haven't seen play this bad
since the days of Bob Uecker! This is Bob Uecker, saying thanks
for watching!

• Uecker appeared in a series of popular Miller Lite commercials. In
one popular commercial from the 1980s, Uecker was seen preparing
to watch a baseball game when an usher informs him he is in the
wrong seat. Uecker pompously remarks, "I must be in the front
row," which became another of his catchphrases. The punch line was that Uecker's seat was actually in the
nosebleed section. Since then, the farthest seats from the action in arenas and stadiums have been called "Uecker
seats".[11] There is a section of $1 seating called the "Uecker Seats" at Miller Park, which is an obstructed-view
area in the deep upper grandstand above home plate where the stadium's roof pivot comes together (in reference
to one of his Miller Lite commercials).

• Uecker portrays Harry Doyle, the broadcaster for the Cleveland Indians, in the Major League trilogy. In the
movies, Uecker's character is known for his witticisms and his tendency to become intoxicated from drinking
during losing games.
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Dernell Stenson

Dernell Stenson

Outfielder

Born: June 17, 1978
LaGrange, Georgia

Died: November 5, 2003 (aged 25)
Chandler, Arizona

Batted: Left Threw: Left 

MLB debut

 August 13, 2003 for the Cincinnati Reds

Last MLB appearance

 September 28, 2003 for the Cincinnati Reds

Career statistics 

Batting average   .247

Home runs     3

Runs batted in   13

Teams

• Cincinnati Reds (2003)

Dernell Renuald Stenson (June 17, 1978 - November 5, 2003) was an American outfielder in Major League
Baseball. He batted and threw left-handed. He was 6'1" tall and weighed 230 lbs.

Baseball career
The youngest of eight children, Dernell was the son of lumberjack James Stenson and his wife Cora. He starred in
baseball at LaGrange High School in LaGrange, Georgia, the same high school attended by MLB outfielder Mike
Cameron. There, Stenson attracted the attention of scouts for the Boston Red Sox, and he was selected in the third
round with the ninety-first overall pick of the 1996 Major League Baseball Draft.
Stenson advanced quickly through the low minor leagues before reaching a plateau at Triple-A. He spent parts of
four seasons at the Red Sox' affiliate in Pawtucket before leaving the organisation as a six-year minor league free
agent. Stenson signed with the Cincinnati Reds for the 2003 season, and after performing well in the minors, he was
called up in September. Stenson appeared in a total of 37 games, primarily as a left or right fielder, batting .247 with
three home runs in 81 at-bats. After the season, Stenson was chosen to represent his organization in the Arizona Fall
League (AFL).
While playing with the Scottsdale Scorpions of the AFL, Stenson was murdered, for reasons that are still unclear.
The AFL suspended play for two days after Stenson's murder, and the league subsequently inaugurated the Dernell
Stenson Sportsmanship Award, given to a player who displays the values of perseverance and humility. His number
was posthumously retired by the Reds' Double-A team, the Chattanooga Lookouts.
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Death investigation
The incident initially appeared to be a carjacking; Stenson was bound, shot in the head and chest, and then run over
with his own SUV. Information which surfaced following the murder indicated that it may have been the
culmination of a more elaborate scheme.
Stenson had received threatening text messages from former girlfriend, Jennifer Gaddis, including one that said "U
better pray I never see you U again. I swear Dernell U R worth a Murder charge 4 & that is all U R worth." She had
engaged in odd behavior before, having faked both a pregnancy and a suicide in order to attract Stenson's attention.
Police searched Gaddis's home and place of work and questioned her extensively, but concluded that she was not
involved.
Four men were ultimately arrested for the crime, with robbery stated as motive. Reginald Riddle and David Griffith
were both charged with six felonies, among them first-degree murder, kidnapping, and armed robbery. Reginald
Riddle agreed to a plea to avoid a possible death sentence. He received a sentence of 25 years to life in prison in
exchange for testifying against his co-defendant, David Griffith. Prosecutors elected to seek the death penalty for
Griffith. Kevin Riddle (Reginald's half-brother), pled guilty to charges of auto theft, hindering prosecution, and
attempted hindering prosecution. He received a sentence of eight years and nine months in prison. Charges against a
fourth man, Robert Maye, were dropped after it was determined that he was a protected federal witness who had
testified against the Chicago-based Gangster Disciples street gang.
In December 2007, Griffith was sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole after pleading guilty to
murder, armed robbery and kidnapping. Riddle pleaded guilty to first-degree murder in 2006 as a part of a plea
bargain; on January 25, 2008, he was sentenced to life in prison but will be eligible for parole after 25 years.[1]
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Dick Ellsworth

Dick Ellsworth

Pitcher

Born: March 22, 1940
Lusk, Wyoming

Batted: Left Threw: Left 

MLB debut

 June 22, 1958 for the Chicago Cubs

Last MLB appearance

 June 23, 1971 for the Milwaukee Brewers

Career statistics 

Earned run average   3.72

Win–loss record   115-137

Strikeouts     1140

Teams

• Chicago Cubs (1958-1966)
• Philadelphia Phillies (1967)
• Boston Red Sox (1968-1969)
• Cleveland Indians (1969-1970)
• Milwaukee Brewers (1970-1971)

Career highlights and awards

• Youngest player in National League (1958)

Richard Clark Ellsworth (born March 22, 1940 in Lusk, Wyoming) is a former starting pitcher in Major League
Baseball who played from 1958 through 1971 for the Chicago Cubs (1958, 1960–66), Philadelphia Phillies (1967),
Boston Red Sox (1968–69), Cleveland Indians (1969–70) and Milwaukee Brewers (1970–71). Ellsworth batted and
threw left-handed. He is the father of Steve Ellsworth. Ellsworth attended Fresno High School in California,
alongside fellow pitcher Jim Maloney.[1] In a 13-season career, Ellsworth posted a 115-137 record with 1140
strikeouts and a 3.72 ERA in 2155.2 innings.
Ellsworth made his major league debut with the Chicago Cubs in 1958. His most productive season came in 1963,
when he won 22 games (after losing 20 in 1962), with a 2.11 ERA.
A popular player at Wrigley Field, Ellsworth made the National League All-Star team in 1964. His career faded after
that, except for one year with the Boston Red Sox, when he was 16-7 with an ERA of 3.03. He retired in 1971 after
playing for the Phillies, Red Sox, Indians and Brewers.
In his 1966 Topps baseball card, No. 447 that year, was issued for Ellsworth, with his playing statistics and a brief
biographical sketch. However, the photo on the card was not of Ellsworth—it was of Ken Hubbs, the Cubs' star
infielder who had died about two years before.
Dick won 84 games, the most by a Cub pitcher in the 1960s. He also led the team in starts for the 60s with 235,
complete games with 71 and innings pitched with 1,611. He also led the Cubs in strikeouts three years in a row, with
a high of 185 in 1963.
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Dick Stuart

Dick Stuart

Dick Stuart being remembered and honored by the Pittsburgh Pirates, on June 19, 2010 at PNC Park, for his role on the
Pirates' 1960 World Series team.

First baseman

Born: November 7, 1932

Died: December 15, 2002 (aged 70)
Redwood City, California

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 July 10, 1958 for the Pittsburgh Pirates

Last MLB appearance

 May 27, 1969 for the California Angels

Career statistics 

Batting average   .264

Home runs     228

Runs batted in   743

Teams

• Pittsburgh Pirates (1958-1962)
• Boston Red Sox (1963-1964)
• Philadelphia Phillies (1965)
• New York Mets (1966)
• Los Angeles Dodgers (1966)
• Taiyo Whales (1967-1968)
• California Angels (1969)

Career highlights and awards

• Was a member of the World Series Champion Pittsburgh Pirates in 1960. 
• Was selected to the Major League All-Star Team in 1961. 
• Led AL in Total Bases (319), RBI (118) and Extra-Base Hits (71) in 1963 
• Ranks 57th on MLB All-Time At Bats per Home Run List (17.5)
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Richard Lee Stuart (November 7, 1932 - December 15, 2002) was a Major League Baseball first baseman from
1958 to 1966 and 1969. In 1967 and 1968, he played in Japan for the Taiyo Whales. Throughout his baseball career,
Stuart was known as a fine hitter, but a subpar fielder, garnering the unique nickname of "Dr. Strangeglove" for his
poor defense. That was a play on words of the movie Dr. Strangelove, which was released in the middle years of
Stuart's career. Similarly, the movie Goldfinger inspired another nickname, "Stonefingers".[1] In 1963, he set a record
by committing 29 errors, a major league record for first basemen that still stands. Yet another less-than-flattering
nickname for Stuart was "The Man With The Iron Glove". It has been noted that had the designated hitter rule
existed then, he would have been an excellent candidate for such.
Stuart played the bulk of his career with the Pittsburgh Pirates and the Boston Red Sox. He hit 228 home runs in his
Major League Baseball career (tied for 234th all-time as of 9/20/09), with a batting average of .264. He was elected
to the All-Star team in 1961. While Stuart never led the league in home runs, he finished in the top ten in five
seasons (1959–61, 1963–64). As a minor league player, Stuart smashed 66 home runs for the Lincoln club of the
Class A Western League in 1956; it remains one of the highest totals in the history of minor league baseball.
Stuart was a member of the Pirates' 1960 World Series-winning team. He was on deck when Bill Mazeroski hit the
ninth inning home run off Ralph Terry to win the 1960 Series at Forbes Field.
When Stuart was with the Dodgers, he pulled off a superb play at first, so impressive that an entry in the Dodgers'
scorecard for that year commented "'Dr. Strangeglove,' Indeed!"
In their book, The Great American Baseball Card Flipping, Trading and Bubble Gum Book, Brendan C. Boyd &
Fred C. Harris, Little Brown & Co, 1973, on p. 77, the authors wrote an essay on Stuart's notoriously poor fielding.
An excerpt: "Every play hit his way was an adventure, the most routine play a challenge to his artlessness. It is hard
to describe this to anyone who has not seen it, just as it is hard to describe Xavier Cugat or Allen Ludden. Stu once
picked up a hot dog wrapper that was blowing toward his first base position. He received a standing ovation from the
crowd. It was the first thing he had managed to pick up all day, and the fans realized it could very well be the last."
Stuart graduated from Sequoia High School in Redwood City, California. Stuart died of cancer in Redwood City.[2]
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Ed Delahanty

Ed Delahanty

Left fielder

Born: October 30, 1867
Cleveland, Ohio

Died: July 2, 1903 (aged 35)
Niagara Falls, Ontario

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 May 22, 1888 for the Philadelphia Quakers

Last MLB appearance

 June 25, 1903 for the Washington Senators

Career statistics 

AVG   .346

HR   101

RBI   1464

Teams

• Philadelphia Quakers/Phillies (1888-1889), (1891-1901)
• Cleveland Infants (1890)
• Washington Senators (1902-1903)

Career highlights and awards

• Career batting average: .346 (5th all-time) 
• Led the league in batting average: 1899 (.410), 1902 (.376) 
• Led the league in home runs: 1893 (19) & 1896 (13)
• Led the league in RBIs: 1893 (146), 1896 (126), 1899 (137) 
• Led the league in stolen bases: 1898 (56)

Member of the National

   Baseball Hall of Fame   

Induction   1945

Election Method     Veteran's Committee

Edward James Delahanty (October 30, 1867 – July 2, 1903), nicknamed "Big Ed", was a Major League Baseball
player from 1888 to 1903 for the Philadelphia Quakers, Philadelphia Phillies, Cleveland Infants and Washington
Senators, and was known as one of the early great power hitters in the game.
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He was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1945.

Early life
A Cleveland, Ohio native nicknamed "Big Ed," Delahanty was an outfielder and powerful right-handed batter in the
1890s. Crazy Schmit, who pitched for the Giants and Orioles, said of him, "When you pitch to (Ed) Delahanty, you
just want to shut your eyes, say a prayer and chuck the ball. The Lord only knows what'll happen after that." (quoted
in Autumn Glory by Louis P. Masur) Ed Delahanty was also the most prominent member of the largest group of
siblings ever to play in the major leagues: brothers Frank, Jim, Joe and Tom also spent time in the majors.
He attended Cleveland's Central High School and went on to college at St. Joseph's. Delahanty signed on to first play
professional baseball with Mansfield of the Ohio State League in 1887.[1] Delahanty also played minor league ball in
Wheeling, West Virginia before the Phillies obtained him as a replacement for Charlie Ferguson. Ferguson had died
early in 1888 from typhoid fever, and Ed was originally brought in to fill in for him at second base.[2]

Major league career
Ed Delahanty began his career on May 22, 1888, with the Philadelphia Phillies in the National League, playing 74
games that season with an uncharacteristically low .228 average, 1 HR, and 31 RBIs. The next year, in 56 games, he
raised his average to .293. In 1890 he jumped to the Players' League, but returned to the Phillies the next year when
that league folded. After a healthy .306, 6 HR, 91 RBI season in 1892, Delahanty blossomed in 1893 with .368, 19
HRs and 146 RBIs, narrowly missing the Triple Crown (teammates Billy Hamilton and Sam Thompson led the
league in batting with .380 and .370 respectively).
Between 1894 and 1896 Delahanty compiled astonishing batting marks: .407, 4 HR, 131 RBI; .404, 11 HR, 106
RBI; .397, 13 HR, 126 RBI. In 1894 despite his high average of .407, the batting title went to Hugh Duffy with a
major league record-setting .440. The 1894 Phillies outfield featuring Delahanty had a big season, with all four
players averaging over .400. That season, Delahanty hit .407, Sam Thompson batted .407, Billy Hamilton .404 and
spare outfielder Tuck Turner finished second to Hugh Duffy in hitting at .416. Delahanty won his first batting title in
1899 with a .410 batting average, adding nine homers and 137 RBIs and becoming the first player in major league
history to hit .400 three times.
On July 13, 1896, Delahanty hit four home runs in a game, being only the second player to do so (Bobby Lowe was
the first in 1894), the only player ever to do so with four inside-the-park homers, and the first one to do so in a losing
effort. (The Phillies lost the game, 9-8.) Bob Horner, in 1986, is the only other MLB player to have hit four home
runs in a losing effort. Later, in 1899, Delahanty hit four doubles in the same game. He remains the only man with a
four-homer game to his credit to also have a game in which he hit four doubles. The same year Delahanty collected
hits in 10 consecutive at bats, and in the 1890 and '94 seasons, he tallied six-hit games. After switching to the new
American League in 1902, playing for the Washington Senators, Delahanty won his second batting title with a .376
mark. To date, he is the only man to win a batting title in both major leagues.
In his 16 seasons with Philadelphia, Cleveland and Washington, Delahanty batted .346, with 101 HRs and 1464
RBIs, 522 doubles, 185 triples and 455 stolen bases. He also led the league in slugging average and runs batted in
three times each, and batted over .400 three times. In the years since, Rogers Hornsby has been the only 3-time
.400-hitter in the National League (1922, 1924–25). His lifetime batting average of .346 ranks fifth all-time behind
Ty Cobb (.366), Rogers Hornsby (.359), Joe Jackson (.356). and Lefty O'Doul (.349).
While with the Phillies, Delahanty played under manager Harry Wright, the man who assembled, managed, and
played center field for baseball's first fully professional team, the 1869 Cincinnati Red Stockings. Wright managed
the Phillies with Delahanty for four seasons, from 1890 to 1893, with the two and their fine supporting cast leading
the Phils to "first division" finishes during those years, though the team never won a pennant.
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Niagara Falls incident
Delahanty died when he was swept over Niagara Falls in 1903. He was apparently kicked off a train by the train's
conductor for being drunk and disorderly. The conductor said Delahanty was brandishing a straight razor and
threatening passengers. After being kicked off the train, Delahanty started his way across the International Bridge
(near Niagara Falls) and fell or jumped off the bridge (some accounts say Ed was yelling about death that night).
Whether "Big Ed" died from his plunge over the Falls, or drowned on the way to the Falls is uncertain.
A study of the tragedy appeared with the publication of July 2, 1903: The Mysterious Death of Big Ed Delahanty, by
Mike Sowell (New York, Toronto, MacMillan Publishing Co., 1992). Sowell presents the evidence of a drunken
accident, suicide, and even possibly a robbery murder (there were reports of a mysterious man following Delahanty).

"The Most Shameful Home Runs of All Time"
Delahanty was also the victim behind one of "The Most Shameful Home Runs of All Time" according to the third
edition of Bruce Nash and Allan Zullo's series, "The Baseball Hall of Shame." In July 1892, when Delahanty's
Phillies hosted Cap Anson's Chicago White Stockings at Philadelphia's Huntingdon Street Grounds (aka National
League Park), Anson hit a fly ball to center in the top of the eighth inning. The ball hit a pole and landed right in the
"doghouse," a feature unbeknownst to everyone then until that moment; it was used to store numbers for the
manually-run scoreboard. Delahanty tried to get the ball (it was still in play) by first reaching over the doghouse,
then crawling down into it, but on the latter attempt, he got stuck, and by the time teammate Sam Thompson had
freed Delahanty from the area, Anson crossed home plate on what the "Baseball Hall of Shame" book calls an
"inside-the-doghouse home run."

Legacy
There is a sports bar in Phillipsburg, New Jersey, Delahanty's Tavern On The Square, named in his memory. His
photograph and life story line the walls and menus inside.

External links
• Ed Delahanty [3] – Baseball Hall of Fame Member biography
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [4], or Baseball-Reference (Minors) [5]

• Dead Ball Era (NY Times articles after his death) [6]

• Ed Delahanty [7] at Findagrave.com
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Firpo Marberry

Firpo Marberry

Firpo Marberry with the Washington Senators, during the 1924 World Series.
Pitcher

Born: November 30, 1898
Streetman, Texas

Died: June 30, 1976 (aged 77)
Mexia, Texas

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 August 11, 1923 for the Washington Senators

Last MLB appearance

 June 10, 1936 for the Washington Senators

Career statistics 

Win-loss record   148-88

Earned run average   3.63

Saves   101

Strikeouts     822

Teams

• Washington Senators (1923-1932, 1936)
• Detroit Tigers (1933-1935)
• New York Giants (1936)

Career highlights and awards

• World Series champion: 1924
• American league pennant: 1925, 1934
• 6-time American League leader in appearances 
• First player to record 100 career saves (retroactively)

Frederick "Firpo" Marberry (November 30, 1898 – June 30, 1976) was an American right-handed starting and 
relief pitcher in Major League Baseball from 1923 to 1936, most notably with the Washington Senators. The sport's 
first prominent reliever,[1] he has been retroactively credited as having been the first pitcher to record 20 saves in a 
season, the first to earn 100 career saves, the first to make 50 relief appearances in a season or 300 in a career, and 
the only pitcher to lead the major leagues in saves five times. Since relief pitching was still seen as a lesser calling in 
a time when starters were only removed when clearly ineffective, Marberry also started 187 games in his career, 
posting a 94-52 record as a starter for a respectable .644 winning percentage. He pitched in later years for the Detroit
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Tigers (1933–1935) and New York Giants (1936) before ending his career in Washington.

Career overview
Born in Streetman, Texas, he became well-known around the majors for the scowl he seemed to constantly have on
his face that sometimes frightened batters; his appearance and demeanor reminded observers of boxer Luis Firpo,
earning Marberry the nickname for which he often expressed disdain.[1]

Like many players, right-handed Marberry started and ended his career with the same ballclub, the Senators. When
he first came up in August 1923, Marberry was effective in 44 and 2/3 innings pitched for the remainder of the
season. He went 4-0 that year, proving himself ready for the pros. An 11-12 season with a 3.09 ERA came the year
after, which might have seemed fairly average in that era were it not for his relief work, which saw him save 15
games – a new major league record, although it was not realized at the time. Marberry's role was crucial in helping
the Senators reach the World Series for the first time in franchise history.[1]

In the 1924 Series against the Giants, Marberry was thrown into a difficult situation in his first appearance; after the
Senators had taken a 3-1 lead going into the 9th inning of Game 2 at Griffith Stadium, starter Tom Zachary allowed
the Giants to score twice to tie the game. Marberry came in to strike out Travis Jackson to end the inning, and the
Senators scored in the bottom of the 9th to tie the Series; Zachary was credited with the win, although modern rules
would have credited it to Marberry. The next day, Marberry started Game 3 at the Polo Grounds, but suffered from
two unearned runs in the 2nd inning, was pulled for a pinch hitter in the top of the 4th while trailing 3-1, and was
charged with the loss. He rebounded in Game 4 the next day, however, entering in the 8th inning with a 7-2 lead and
closing out the victory to again tie the Series.
He showed his mettle in Game 7 at Griffith Stadium, entering with two men on base and no one out in the 6th inning,
leading 1-0. Although the Giants scored three times in the inning, two of the runs were unearned, and Marberry
effectively shut the Giants down through top of the 8th, being pulled for a pinch hitter as the Senators tied the score
in the bottom of the inning. Legendary Walter Johnson came in for the 9th inning, and redeemed himself after two
losses in the Series by shutting out New York for four innings; the Senators scored in the bottom of the 12th to take
what would be the only World Series title in Washington history. Marberry ended the Series with a 1.12 ERA in 4
games.
Marberry came back with another remarkable season in 1925, again saving 15 games to tie his own record as the
Senators won their second consecutive pennant. But although he allowed no runs in 2 appearances, Washington
dropped the Series to the Pittsburgh Pirates, again going seven games. Marberry had an excellent year in 1926,
breaking his own record again with 22 saves and posting a 3.00 ERA, the lowest of his career (besides his brief 1923
season) in an era which strongly favored hitters. He also took over the major league record for career saves, with 52.
After two subpar seasons, he came back in 1929 to again lead the American League with 11 saves, while also
winning a career-high 19 to finish 4th in the AL.
Marberry was never a full-time starter, but was often considered one of the few great pitchers that could go back and
forth from the bullpen to being a starter, since there were so few of his era. In 1930 and 1931, Marberry was
employed primarily as a starter, and posted an overall record of 31-9 for the two seasons. In 1931, showcasing his
talents as both a starter (25 starts), and a reliever (20 appearances), he posted a 16-4 record with a 3.45 ERA (5th in
the league) and 88 strikeouts. While he picked up 11 complete games and 1 shutout as a starter, he also had 7 saves,
and finished 13th in MVP voting (Lefty Grove won the award).
After again leading the league in saves in 1932, for the fifth and last time, he was traded to Detroit on December 14.
With the Tigers, Marberry adjusted well to the move from pitcher-friendly Griffith Stadium to Tiger Stadium, and
posted a record of 31-16 in his first two years before his career faded away. After appearing in only 5 games for
Detroit in 1935, Marberry was offered a job as an AL umpire, and he did serve in that capacity for the remainder of
the season, though never in a Washington game.[2] He made a single relief appearance for the Giants in 1936 before
ending his career on June 10 in the town that had come to love him, Washington, D.C.
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Marberry 1933 Goudey baseball card.

In a 14-season career, Marberry had a lifetime record of 148-88
with a 3.63 ERA in 551 games (187 starts), accumulating 86
complete games and 7 shutouts. His career records of 364 relief
appearances and 101 saves – both more than double the previous
records – were surpassed by Jack Russell in 1940 and Johnny
Murphy in 1946 respectively. He struck out 822 batters in
2067-1/3 innings pitched. Marberry would not begin to gain true
recognition for many of his accomplishments until the save was
created as a pitching statistic in the 1960s, and later research was
done to identify saves earned in the past. He died of a stroke at age
77 in Mexia, Texas, and was buried in Birdston Cemetery near
Streetman.

On May 6, 1934, Marberry served up a record-tying four
consecutive triples to the Boston Red Sox. The four hitters were
Carl Reynolds, Moose Solters, Rick Ferrell, and Bucky Walters

Highlights

• Top 10 in the American League in wins, five times (1929, '30, '31, '33, '34)
• Top 6 in the league in ERA, four times (1924, '29, '31, '33)
• Led the league in saves, five times (1924, '25, '26, '29, '32); in the top 10 four more times (1927, '28, '31, '34)
• Led the league in games, six times (1924, '25, '26, '28, '29, '32), and led the league in games finished, four times

(1924, '25, '26, '28)

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [3]

• SABR biography [4]

• Baseball Library [5] - career highlights
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Germany Schaefer ("Liberty")

Second Base

Born: February 4, 1876
Chicago, Illinois

Died: May 16, 1919 (aged 43)
Saranac Lake, New York

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 October 5, 1901 for the Chicago Orphans

Last MLB appearance

 April 25, 1918 for the Cleveland Indians

Career statistics 

Batting average   .257

Hits     972

Runs batted in   308

Teams

• Chicago Cubs (1901–1902)
• Detroit Tigers (1905–1909)
• Washington Senators (1910–1914)
• Newark Pepper (1915)
• New York Yankees (1916)
• Cleveland Indians (1918)

Career highlights and awards

• Immortalized in Glory of Their Times for stealing 1st base
• Among AL leaders in on base percentage in 1907 (.357) and 1910 (.362) 
• No. 8 in AL with a .334 batting average in 1911 
• No. 3 in AL with 96 runs scored in 1908 
• No. 3 in AL with 40 stolen bases in 1908

Herman A. "Germany" Schaefer (February 4, 1876 – May 16, 1919) was a second baseman in Major League
Baseball who played fifteen seasons with the Chicago Orphans, Detroit Tigers, Washington Senators, Newark
Pepper, New York Yankees, and Cleveland Indians.
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Biography
Born in Chicago, Illinois, he played in two World Series with the Tigers. During the 1909 season, Schaefer and Red
Killefer were traded by the Tigers to the Senators for Jim Delahanty. In 1,150 career games, Schaefer batted .257
with 9 home runs and 201 stolen bases.
Schaefer was known as both a baseball trickster and a tactician in the early years of 20th century baseball. Well
liked, stories of his exploits dot both the memories of his contemporaries and the newspaper reports of the time. One
of his most exploits was stealing first base, which was perhaps erroneously recalled in Lawrence Ritter's The Glory
of Their Times by Detroit outfielder Davy Jones. With runners on first and third, a common ploy in baseball at the
time was an attempted double steal, where the runner heading from first (in this case Schaefer) ran for second,
hoping to draw a throw from the catcher as the runner on third tried to scamper home. The catcher did not throw the
first time, inspiring Schaefer to steal first base in reverse and then attempt the double steal once more on the
following pitch. It worked in Jones' recollection although factual evidence of this is lacking.
On August 4, 1911, Schaefer tried the same stunt again, this time for the Washington Senators, inspiring the Chicago
White Sox' manager, Hugh Duffy, to come out of the dugout to protest. With the chaos on the field, Clyde Milan
attempted to steal home, where he was thrown out. This event was recorded by both the Washington Post and the
Chicago Tribune on the following day.

Although it was not passed until 1920, after
Schaefer's death, rule 7.08i states that a player is
out if "After he has acquired legal possession of
a base, he runs the bases in reverse order for the
purpose of confusing the defense or making a
travesty of the game. The umpire shall
immediately call “Time” and declare the runner
out." It is often said that it was passed because of
Schaefer's thefts.

Though a clown on the field, Schaefer had a very
sound baseball mind. He also made lots of
friends throughout the baseball world, including
the irascible Ty Cobb. Schaefer bestowed upon
Walter Johnson his nickname "Barney" at a

traffic stop, claiming that Johnson was Barney Oldfield, the racecar driver, a stunt that got him out of a speeding
ticket. Schaefer modified his own moniker, "Germany," replacing it with "Liberty" after the United States declared
war on Germany in 1917.

Schaefer was the player representative present at the meeting held in preparation for the 1907 World Series between
Schaefer's team, the Tigers, and the Chicago Cubs. The others in the meeting, discussing ground rules, players' pool,
etc., were "Garry" Herrman, owner of the Cincinnati Reds and head of the Commission; the league presidents Ban
Johnson and Harry Pulliam, the managers Hughie Jennings and Frank Chance, and the two umpires, Hank O'Day
and Jack Sheridan. Schaefer asked "Is a tie game a legal game?" It was supposedly a trivial question, but Schaefer
made a point: If there is a tie game in the Series, do the players share in its gate receipts? After a short discussion
with Johnson and Pulliam, Herrman answered, 'The players' pool will include receipts from any tie games.' As luck
would have it, the first game was a 12-inning, 3–3 tie, called due to darkness. The players shared in the receipts of
all five games (the Cubs won the next four in a row). But a month later the Commission changed its ruling: The
players share in the receipts of the first four games only, ties or no ties.
Jimmy McAleer, Schaefer's manager with the Washington Senators, took him on several barnstorming all star trips, 
and with an all star team posing as the New York Giants he traveled around the world in 1913, playing a variety of

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chicago%2C_Illinois
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=World_Series
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1909_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Red_Killefer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Red_Killefer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jim_Delahanty
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Batting_average
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lawrence_Ritter
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Glory_of_Their_Times
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Glory_of_Their_Times
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Davy_Jones_%28baseball%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Minnesota_Twins
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chicago_White_Sox
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chicago_White_Sox
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hugh_Duffy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clyde_Milan
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Germany_Schaefer_1911.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ty_Cobb
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Walter_Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Barney_Oldfield
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Player_representative
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1907_World_Series
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chicago_Cubs
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=August_Herrmann
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cincinnati_Reds
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ban_Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ban_Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harry_Pulliam
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hughie_Jennings
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Frank_Chance
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hank_O%27Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jack_Sheridan
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jimmy_McAleer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Minnesota_Twins
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Barnstorming
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=San_Francisco_Giants


Germany Schaefer 28

positions and entertaining crowds and his teammates alike. In Ceylon, Schaefer even struck up a kinship with tea
magnate Sir Thomas Lipton.
Schaefer was a pioneer of baseball clowning, and his vaudeville act with teammate Charley O'Leary was inspiration
for the MGM musical "Take Me Out To The Ball Game" starring Gene Kelly and Frank Sinatra. He also teamed
with Nick Altrock, who later took baseball clowning to legendary heights with Al Schacht.
Among Schaefer's legendary antics are diversionary tactics with umbrellas, raincoats and galoshes, to get games
canceled on account of the weather. In one story he wears the outfit out onto the playing field, in another he wears it
to the plate during a drizzle, but when the umpire sends him back to the dugout to take it off, the rains begin to pour,
forcing the umpire to indeed call the game. An account of Schaefer wearing a raincoat onto the field occurs in the
July 4, 1906, edition of The Washington Post. It is not known whether he wore it on offense or defense.
In 1919, a little over a year after Schaefer played his last game, he died in Saranac Lake, New York. Several of his
baseball contemporaries died of tuberculosis at the sanitarium there, and that disease also claimed Schaefer. While
on a scouting trip to Lake Placid, New York, Schaefer suffered a fatal hemorrhage complicating his pulmonary
tuberculosis. He died at 9:30 AM on May 16, 1919, at age 42, according to the death certificate signed by John A.
Farrell, M.D. of Saranac Lake.

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [1], or Fangraphs [2], or The Baseball Cube [3]

• New York Times obituary for Schaefer [4]
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Glenn Williams

Glenn Williams

Third baseman

Born: July 18, 1977
Gosford, New South Wales

Batted: Switch Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 June 7, 2005 for the Minnesota Twins 

Last MLB appearance

 June 28, 2005 for the Minnesota Twins 

Career statistics 

Batting average   .425

Home runs     0

Runs batted in   3

Teams

• Minnesota Twins (2005)

Glenn David Williams (born July 18, 1977 in Gosford, New South Wales) is a retired third baseman from Australia,
who played in the Minnesota Twins organization. He played in Major League Baseball for the Twins during the
2005 season. He was a member of the team that won the silver medal at the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens,
Greece. Williams currently has a 13-game hitting streak, as he has a hit in every game that he has played in while in
the major leagues.
Glenn is the eldest of two children. His father Gary Williams has been heavily involved in the development of
baseball in Australia. Both Gary and Glenn Williams have represented their native Australia in international baseball
competitions.
In 1993, as a 16-year old, Glenn signed a lucrative free agent contract with the Atlanta Braves for an estimated 1.3
million Australian dollars. Since that time, Glenn has played baseball for the minor league affiliates of the Atlanta
Braves, Toronto Blue Jays, and Minnesota Twins.
After spending over 10 years in the minor leagues, Glenn made his major league debut with the Minnesota Twins
during the 2005 season. In 2007, Glenn played for the Minnesota Twins Triple-A affiliate team, the Rochester Red
Wings.
On 19 August 2010 Glenn was announced as manager for the Australian Baseball League foundation club Sydney
Blue Sox in their inaugural 2010–11 season.[1]
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Hiram Bithorn

Hiram Bithorn

Pitcher

Born: March 18, 1916
Santurce, San Juan, Puerto Rico

Died: December 29, 1951 (aged 35)
Ciudad Victoria, Tamaulipas, Mexico

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 April 15, 1942 for the Chicago Cubs

Last MLB appearance

 May 4, 1947 for the Chicago White Sox

Career statistics 

Win-Loss   34-31

Earned run average   3.16

Strikeouts     185

Teams

• Chicago Cubs (1942-1943, 1946)
• Chicago White Sox (1947)

Career highlights and awards

• First Puerto Rican to play in Major League Baseball 
• Led NL in shutouts in 1943 with 7

Hiram Gabriel Bithorn (March 18, 1916 – December 29, 1951) was a Puerto Rican right-handed pitcher who
became the first baseball player from Puerto Rico to play Major League Baseball. He was born in Santurce, a heavily
populated area of San Juan.
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Professional career
Bithorn played for the San Juan Senators and at age 22 became the youngest manager in the history of Puerto Rican
winter baseball. Soon enough, he was pitching at Wrigley Field.
On September 30, 1941, Bithorn was drafted by the Chicago Cubs and debuted in the Major Leagues on April 15,
1942, making history as the first Puerto Rican to play in the Major Leagues.[1] Bithorn won 9 games and lost 14 in
his first season,[1] but he rebounded in 1943 by going 18-12 with an earned run average of 2.60 and completing 19 of
his 30 starts,[1] leading the league in shutouts with seven, establishing a record for Puerto Rican pitchers that still
stands to this day. During this time, he also formed the first Latin American pitcher-catcher combination along
Cuban Chico Hernández.[1]

After his second season, Bithorn fought for the United States military in World War II.[1] His promising start,
though, did not last once he returned from military service. By this moment his weight had risen to 225 pounds,
which led to rumors that he may not have the same abilities.[1] Upon returning from the war, he returned to the
Chicago Cubs, and went 6-5 in 1946. On January 25, 1947 he was purchased by the Pittsburgh Pirates only to be
waived later. On March 22 of the same year, the Chicago White Sox selected him off waivers but only pitched two
innings, developing a sore arm that ended his career.
In four seasons, Bithorn had a 34-31 record with 185 strikeouts, a 3.16 ERA, 30 complete games, 8 shutouts, 5 saves,
and 509 innings pitched in 105 games (53 as a starter).

Later years and death
Bithorn tried to make a comeback a few years later in the Mexican winter league. But, tragically, on December 28,
1951, at age 35, he was shot & killed by police officer Ambrosio Castillo Cano, in El Mante, Mexico.[1] He was
transferred to Ciudad Victoria's hospital, where he died the next day. Initially, officer Castillo Cano claimed that
Bithorn was violent and also claimed that Bithorn had said he was part of a "Communist cell," but eventually this
argument was debunked and he was sent to prison for Bithorn's murder.[2] Castillo Cano was sentenced to eight years
in prison.
Bithorn's achievement of making it to the majors remained a source of pride in Puerto Rico, and he was honored in
1962 when the biggest ballpark on the island was built and named after him. Hiram Bithorn Stadium is located next
to Roberto Clemente Coliseum and across the street from Plaza Las Américas, and it also has hosted world
championship boxing fights, the 1979 Pan American Games, and important musical spectacles. The Montreal Expos
played 22 home games there in both 2003 and 2004. Rounds 1 and 2 of the 2006 and 2009 World Baseball Classics
were played here, including teams from Group C and Group D.
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Iván Calderón (baseball)

Iván Calderón

Outfielder

Born: March 19, 1962
Fajardo, Puerto Rico

Died: December 27, 2003 (aged 41)
Loiza, Puerto Rico

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 August 10, 1984 for the Seattle Mariners 

Last MLB appearance

 October 3, 1993 for the Chicago White Sox 

Career statistics 

Batting average   .272

Home runs     104

Runs batted in   444

Teams

• Seattle Mariners (1984–1986)
• Chicago White Sox (1986–1990)
• Montreal Expos (1991–1992)
• Boston Red Sox (1993)
• Chicago White Sox (1993)

Career highlights and awards

• All-Star selection (1991)

Iván Calderón Pérez (March 19, 1962 – December 27, 2003), born in Fajardo, Puerto Rico, was a Puerto Rican
Major League Baseball player from 1984 to 1993, and was named an All-Star in 1991. He was murdered in a bar in
Loiza, Puerto Rico.[1] Shot seven times in the back and head, he died instantly. Local police suspect mafia
involvement in the murder.

Professional career

Seattle Mariners
Calderón was signed by the Seattle Mariners as an amateur free agent on July 30, 1979, and made his debut on
August 10, 1984. Midway through the 1986 season he was traded to the Chicago White Sox, where he became an
every-day right fielder in 1987.

Chicago White Sox
Known for his power and speed, Calderón put together a series of productive seasons in Chicago. He was sent to the
Montreal Expos after the 1990 season, in a deal that brought Tim Raines to the White Sox.
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Montreal Expos
The Expos raised his yearly salary to over $2 million a season, and his efforts were rewarded with a place on the
1991 NL All-Star team. Injuries the following season slowed him down, and after stints with the Boston Red Sox
and again with the White Sox, he quit in 1993, at age of 31.
Calderón was a career .272 hitter with 104 home runs and 444 RBI in 924 games.
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Jack Quinn (baseball)

Jack Quinn

Pitcher

Born: July 1, 1883
Stefurov, Slovakia

Died: April 17, 1946 (aged 62)
Pottsville, Pennsylvania

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 April 15, 1909 for the New York Highlanders

Last MLB appearance

 July 7, 1933 for the Cincinnati Reds

Career statistics 

Win-loss record   247-218

Earned run average   3.29

Strikeouts   1329

Saves   57

Teams

• New York Highlanders/Yankees (1909-1912, 1919-1921)
• Boston Braves (1913)
• Baltimore Terrapins (1914-1915)
• Chicago White Sox (1918)
• Boston Red Sox (1922-1925)
• Philadelphia Athletics (1925-1930)
• Brooklyn Robins/Dodgers (1931-1932)
• Cincinnati Reds (1933)

Career highlights and awards

• World Series champion: 1929, 1930
• American League pennant: 1921

John Picus "Jack" Quinn, born Joannes (Jan) Pajkos (July 1, 1883 – April 17, 1946), was a pitcher in Major
League Baseball. Quinn pitched for eight teams in three major leagues (the American, Federal, and National) and
made his final appearance at the age of 50.[1]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jack_Quinn_in_1919.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pitcher
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Stefurov
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Slovakia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pottsville%2C_Pennsylvania
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_York_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cincinnati_Reds
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Win-loss_record
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Earned_run_average
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Strikeouts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Save_%28baseball%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_York_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Atlanta_Braves
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Baltimore_Terrapins
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chicago_White_Sox
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boston_Red_Sox
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oakland_Athletics
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Los_Angeles_Dodgers
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cincinnati_Reds
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=World_Series
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1929_World_Series
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1930_World_Series
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1921_World_Series
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pitcher
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Major_League_Baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Major_League_Baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=American_League
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Federal_League
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=National_League


Jack Quinn (baseball) 36

Born in Štefurov, Slovakia (then part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire), Quinn emigrated to America as an infant
with his parents Michael Pajkos and Maria Dzjiacsko, arriving in New York on June 18, 1884. His mother died near
Hazleton, Pennsylvania shortly after the family's arrival in the US, and Quinn's father moved the family to Buck
Mountain, near Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania. In 1887 Quinn's father remarried, to Anastasia ("Noska") Tzar.
Quinn spent his early years working as a swimmer and blacksmith, while playing recreational ball for mining teams.
He got his start as a professional in an unusual way: While watching a semi-pro game in Connellsville, the
14-year-old Quinn threw a foul ball back from the stands to the catcher, hitting his mitt right in the middle. The
visiting manager, from the nearby town of Dunbar, was impressed by the throw, and he offered Quinn a contract.
Quinn went on to spend 23 seasons in the major leagues with eight different teams. He won 247 games and lost 218
games, also collecting 57 saves. Quinn debuted on April 15, 1909 and he played until he was 50 years old; his final
game was on July 7, 1933.
Quinn's professional longevity enabled him to achieve several age-related milestones. He is the oldest ML player to
win a game, to lead his league in a major category (saves, in 1932), and to start games in the World Series (with the
Philadelphia Athletics, in 1929) and on Opening Day (with the Brooklyn Dodgers, in 1931).[2] He was the oldest to
hit a home run in the majors, at age 46, until 47-year-old Julio Franco did so in 2006. He was the oldest person to
ever play for the Cincinnati Reds, and at the time of his retirement, the eight teams for which he had played also
constituted a record, which has since been broken. He was also the last major leaguer who had played in the 1900s
decade to formally retire (not counting Charley O'Leary, who in 1934 made a comeback stint). Finally, he remains
the oldest player to play regularly, having pitched 87 1/3 innings in 1932 at age 48 and 49, and 15 innings in 1933 at
age 49 and 50. (Franco and Phil Niekro were also regular players at age 48, but were one and five months younger
respectively during their seasons at that age.)
During his career, Quinn played alongside 31 different members of the Baseball Hall of Fame and collected two
World Series rings in three tries. He was also one of the last pitchers in baseball permitted to throw the spitball,
grandfathered in along with sixteen others reliant on the pitch when it was banned in 1920. He frequently used his
spitball after he was grandfathered in, in addition to his fastball, curve, and changeup.
Quinn died in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, at the age of 62.

Notes
[1] Kashatus (2002), p. 103.
[2] Kashatus (2002), p. 105.
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External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference (http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ players/

q/ quinnja01. shtml)
• The Deadball Era (http:/ / www. thedeadballera. com/ Obits/ Quinn. Jack. Obit. html)
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Jeff Bronkey

Jeff Bronkey

Pitcher

Born: September 18, 1965
Kabul, Afghanistan

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 May 2, 1993 for the Texas Rangers

Last MLB appearance

 August 12, 1995 for the Milwaukee Brewers

Career statistics 

Win-Loss record   2–2

Earned run average   4.04

Strikeouts     36

Teams

• Texas Rangers (1993)
• Milwaukee Brewers (1994–1995)

Jacob Jeffery Bronkey (born September 18, 1965 in Kabul, Afghanistan) was a Major League Baseball pitcher
from 1993 to 1995 with the Texas Rangers and Milwaukee Brewers. He attended Klamath Union High School in
Klamath Falls, Oregon. He is the only Major League player born in Afghanistan.[1]

References
[2]
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[2] http:/ / www. thebaseballcube. com/ players/ B/ Jeff-Bronkey. shtml
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Jeremy Brown

Jeremy Van Brown

Catcher

Born: October 25, 1979
Birmingham, Alabama

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 September 3, 2006 for the Oakland Athletics

Last MLB appearance

 October 1, 2006 for the Oakland Athletics

Career statistics 

Batting average   .300

Runs batted in   0

Home runs     0

Teams

• Oakland Athletics (2006)

Jeremy Van Brown (born October 25, 1979) is a former Major League Baseball catcher in the Oakland Athletics'
organization. Brown played for Hueytown High School in Hueytown, Alabama, and went on to play for the
University of Alabama.
He is primarily known for his place in Michael Lewis' 2003 #1 bestseller Moneyball. The so-called "fat-bodied
catcher" was drafted in 2002 by the A's General Manager Billy Beane in the first round (35th selection overall) of the
amateur draft much to the surprise of other MLB GM's, and himself.
Though spending the majority of his time with the Oakland Athletic's affiliates AA-Midland and AAA-Sacramento,
"Badge" (short for Badger, a nickname for his ample body hair) had a .379 OBP over his first 4 years. Jeremy made
his Major League debut on September 3, 2006, against the Baltimore Orioles. He had 3 hits in 10 AB, including two
doubles, and a .364 OBP in the Major Leagues for the 2006 season.
Brown was designated for assignment by the Athletics on May 23, 2007[1] and subsequently outrighted to the
minors.[2] At the time of his demotion, Brown had a career .267 average, and his performance had steadily declined
as he'd risen in the Oakland farm system.
On February 15, 2008, Brown announced his retirement. [3] Brown was the team's third ranked catcher behind Kurt
Suzuki and Rob Bowen and was unlikely to make the major league roster.[4]
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Jim McCormick (pitcher)

Jim McCormick

Pitcher

Born: November 3, 1856
Glasgow, Scotland

Died: March 10, 1918 (aged 61)
Paterson, New Jersey

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 May 20, 1878 for the Indianapolis Blues

Last MLB appearance

 October 7, 1887 for the Pittsburg Alleghenys

Career statistics 

Win-Loss record     265-214

ERA   2.43

Strikeouts     1,704

Teams

As Player:

• Indianapolis Blues (1878)
• Cleveland Blues (1879-1884)
• Cincinnati Outlaw Reds (1884)
• Providence Grays (1885)
• Chicago White Stockings (1885-1886)
• Pittsburg Alleghenys (1887)
As Manager:

• Cleveland Blues (1879-1880, 1882)

Career highlights and awards

James McCormick (November 3, 1856 – March 10, 1918) was a Scottish right-handed pitcher in Major League
Baseball. A native of Glasgow, he was the first ballplayer born in Scotland to appear in a major league game.
McCormick was great friends with Mike "King" Kelly and was also very well liked by Cap Anson, two of the great
personalities of early baseball. Anson was McCormick's captain-manager in 1885 and 1886, when Chicago won its
last 19th-century pennants.
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In Paterson starting in 1885, McCormick co-owned a bar with a fellow former local player, Dave Treado. It had a
ticker, to post results of games and races. Before the 1888 season and probably at other times, Kelly did some
bartending for him. That August, when McCormick’s wife Jennie died, Kelly wired a former mutual Chicago
teammate, and "telegraphed Mr. Joseph Towell, the [Paterson] florist, to get up something handsome, and this
consisted of `The Gates Ajar,’ the sides of which were made from nephetos [presumably nepetas, aromatic herbs in
the mint family] and white roses, the base of carnations, yellow roses and white lilies. The gates were made of ivy
leaves, the whole being surmounted by a dove."
Back in 1885, after their Chicago team won the pennant, Kelly and McCormick returned by train to Paterson with
teammate Tom Burns, who was heading to Connecticut. A local social club met the players and took them to
McCormick’s bar. There, a state senator handed a silver ball to McCormick, "who was loudly called upon and
cheered. He said he was suffering from the effects of a severe cold and he would like to make a speech but even if he
did he could not tell them how much he appreciated this token of friendship, more than anything he had ever yet
received. Kelly was called on and was cheered; in fact, the crowd at this stage was prepared to cheer everybody. As
he arose some one [sic] called: 'Make a dead hit this time, Mike!' He said on behalf of Mr. McCormick and himself
he desired to thank the donors of the ball; they would never forget this occasion and would ever keep this gift and try
to be in the best club [sic]; but we are getting pretty old now."
About Anson, McCormick reportedly said the following in 1887, soon after being sold by Chicago to Pittsburgh:
"Before I played ball with Anson I used to think he was a big dub, but I thought him a pretty fair fellow afterward.
He never said much to me. If any one wants to get Anson mad let him say he is in one of those trances [presumably,
mellow moments during a game]. Kelly used to make him wild by shouting in from the outfield: 'Have you got them
again?'"
That offseason, Chicago President Albert G. Spalding sold several of his best-known players, mainly for drinking
during the 1886 season. After selling George Gore to New York and Kelly to Boston, he traded McCormick. In
March, McCormick was still the property of Chicago when Spalding said "the only trouble between McCormick and
the club has been a difference of opinion between him and me as to his habits. Anson is and always has been very
partial to 'Mac,' and wants him this season." Ten days later in Louisville, Anson said, "I desire his services very
much, however, for I think that, under the new [pitching] rules [allowing for unrestricted overhand throwing], he will
be the best pitcher on the diamond. If he is released, it will only be for a good sum of money." About a week after
that, Spalding sold him.
He also served as a player/manager for the Cleveland Blues from 1879-80 and 1882 with a 74-96 record.
He died in Paterson, New Jersey at the age of 61, and is interred at Laurel Grove Memorial Park in Totowa, New
Jersey.

Highlights
• He helped the White Stockings to win the 1885 and 1886 National League pennants.
• Led the National League in walks allowed (74) and losses (40) in 1879.
• Led the National League in wins (45), games pitched (74), innings pitched (657 2/3), games started (74),

complete games (72) and batters faced (2,669) in 1880.
• Led the National League in hits allowed per 9 innings pitched (8.28) and complete games (57) in 1881.
• Led the National League in wins (36), games (68), innings (595 2/3), games started (67), complete games (65)

and batters faced (2,412) in 1882.
• Led the National League in earned run average (1.84) and winning percentage (.700) in 1883.
• Led the Union Association in ERA (1.54), hits per 9 innings (6.47) and shutouts (7) in 1884.
• Ranks 33rd on the MLB all-time ERA list (2.43).
• Ranks 36th on the MLB all-time wins list (265).
• Ranks 28th on the MLB all-time walks per 9 innings list (1.58).
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• Ranks 33rd on the MLB all-time innings list (4,275 2/3).
• Ranks 99th on the MLB all-time strikeouts list (1,704).
• Ranks 49th on the MLB all-time games started list (485).
• Ranks 11th on the MLB all-time complete games list (466).
• Ranks 87th on the MLB all-time shutouts list (33).
• Ranks 32nd on the MLB all-time batters faced list (16,884).

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [1], or Fangraphs [2]

• BaseballLibrary [3] - career highlights
• Retrosheet [4]

• Howard W. Rosenberg, Cap Anson 1: When Captaining a Team Meant Something: Leadership in Baseball's
Early Years, Cap Anson 2: The Theatrical and Kingly Mike Kelly: U.S. Team Sport's First Media Sensation and
Baseball's Original Casey at the Bat, and Cap Anson 4: Bigger Than Babe Ruth: Captain Anson of Chicago
(Arlington, Virginia: Tile Books, 2003, 2004 and 2006) [5]
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Joe Garagiola, Sr.
For this person's son, the baseball executive, see Joe Garagiola, Jr.

Joe Garagiola

Catcher

Born: February 12, 1926
St. Louis, Missouri

Batted: Left Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 May 26, 1946 for the St. Louis Cardinals

Last MLB appearance

 September 26, 1954 for the New York Giants

Career statistics 

AVG   .257

HR   42

RBI   255

Teams

• St. Louis Cardinals (1946-1951)
• Pittsburgh Pirates (1951-1953)
• Chicago Cubs (1953-1954)
• New York Giants (1954)

Career highlights and awards

• 1946 World Series champion

Joseph Henry "Joe" Garagiola, Sr. (born February 12, 1926) is an American former catcher in Major League
Baseball who later became an announcer and television host, popular for his colorful personality. He was well
known for being one of the regular panelists of The Today Show on NBC for many years.

Biography

Early life
Garagiola was born in St. Louis, Missouri. He grew up on Elizabeth Avenue in an Italian-American neighborhood in
St. Louis known as The Hill, just a few doors down from his childhood friend and competitor, Yogi Berra. (That
block was subsequently renamed "Hall of Fame Place".)
When Berra and Garagiola were both teenagers, almost all pro scouts rated Garagiola as the better baseball prospect,
although Berra had a Hall of Fame career, and Garagiola has always respected Berra's ability. About growing up
living next to Berra, Garagiola once said, "Not only was I not the best catcher in the Major Leagues, I wasn't even
the best catcher on my street!"
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Baseball playing career
Garagiola was signed at age 16 by the St. Louis Cardinals organization. At 17 he remains the youngest player to play
in Columbus Red Birds (now Columbus Clippers) history. Garagiola made his major league debut in 1946.
As a rookie in 1946, in his only World Series appearance, Garagiola batted a 6-for-19 in five games, including a
Game 4 where he went 4-for-5 with 3 RBIs. By contrast, Ted Williams went only 5-for-25 in the same series, which
was also Williams' only World Series appearance. On September 11, 1947, Joe Garagiola and Jackie Robinson were
involved in an incident at home plate. Garagiola stepped on Robinson’s foot and the two started arguing. Umpire
Beans Reardon held back Garagiola while Robinson clapped.[1] The incident was later part of a children’s book titled
In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson.
But Garagiola never quite lived up to the promise of his youth, appearing in only 676 games over 9 seasons for St.
Louis, the Pittsburgh Pirates, Chicago Cubs and New York Giants. He was a mediocre hitter in the majors and
featured that in his self-deprecating humor. He once told this story on himself: He knew that it was time to retire,
when he was catching and his ex-teammate Stan Musial stepped into the batter's box, turned to Joe, and said, "When
are you gonna quit?"

In 1970, Garagiola observed his baseball career:
It's not a record, but being traded four times when there are only eight teams in the league tells you
something. I thought I was modeling uniforms for the National League.[2]

Books
After his retirement from baseball, Garagiola lent his name to a 1960 book, Baseball is a Funny Game, which sold
well upon release and helped establish Garagiola as a "personality." The (largely ghostwritten) book was a collection
of humorous anecdotes surrounding his upbringing and his playing career, and showcased the folksy, humorous style
that became his trademark as a broadcaster.
Garagiola also wrote It's Anybody's Ballgame (1980) and Just Play Ball (2007).

Baseball broadcasting career
Garagiola turned to broadcasting following his retirement as a player, first calling Cardinals radio broadcasts on
KMOX from 1955 to 1962.
As an announcer, Garagiola is best known for his almost 30 year association with NBC television. He began doing
national baseball broadcasts for the network in 1961 (teaming with Bob Wolff). Additionally, Garagiola called
several World Series on NBC Radio in the 1960s, teaming with a number of announcers including By Saam and
George Kell. After a stint doing New York Yankees games from 1965 to 1967 that saw him call Mickey Mantle's
500th home run, Garagiola returned to broadcasting NBC baseball in 1974.
Garagiola alternated play-by-play duties with Curt Gowdy on NBC until 1976, when he assumed the role full-time.
He teamed with color commentator Tony Kubek from 1976 to 1982; in 1983, he shifted to color commentary as Vin
Scully joined the network as lead play-by-play announcer. (Kubek joined Bob Costas to form NBC's #2 baseball
announcing duo in this era.) Besides working on the Saturday Game of the Week for NBC, the team of Scully and
Garagiola would call three All-Star Games (1983, 1985, and 1987), three National League Championship Series
(1983, 1985, and 1987) and three World Series (1984, 1986, and 1988).
After calling the 1988 World Series with Scully, Garagiola resigned from NBC Sports. NBC was on the verge of
losing the television rights to cover Major League Baseball to CBS. Garagiola claimed that NBC left him
"twisting"[3] while he was trying to renegotiate his deal. Garagiola was replaced on the NBC telecasts by Tom
Seaver.
After leaving NBC Sports, Garagiola had a brief stint as a television commentator for the California Angels. In 
recent years, he has performed some color commentary duties for the Arizona Diamondbacks, where his son, Joe
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Garagiola, Jr., served as general manager.

Other broadcasting ventures

Joe Garagiola (left) watching election returns
with Gerald Ford in 1976. Ford was defeated by

Jimmy Carter.

Besides calling baseball games for NBC, Garagiola served as a panelist
on The Today Show from 1967 to 1973 and again from 1990 to 1992.
He also occasionally guest-hosted The Tonight Show Starring Johnny
Carson, including for the only live appearances of any members of The
Beatles on the program while still a group (John Lennon and Paul
McCartney were the guests in May 1968).

In the late 1960s and 1970s, Garagiola also hosted the game shows He
Said, She Said; Joe Garagiola's Memory Game; Sale of the Century;
To Tell the Truth; and Strike it Rich; as well as the Monday Night
Baseball pre-game show The Baseball World of Joe Garagiola. He
also hosted the St. Louis area professional wrestling show, titled
Wrestling at the Chase and was a regular host of The Orange Bowl Parade in Miami on New Year's Eve. Garagiola
also gained a new form of fame thanks to his stints as host of the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show.

From 1969 to 1970, Garagiola was the Saturday afternoon host of the NBC Radio Network program Monitor. (A
link to a sample of his hosting is found below.) During the 1960s, he also contributed commentaries to Monitor for
several years and had a daily five-minute morning drivetime sports commentary program on the network.

Politics

In the 1976 presidential election, Garagiola strongly supported the candidacy of President Gerald Ford. In the fall
campaign the Republican National Committee hired Garagiola to do a series of television ads with Ford; the ads
consisted of Garagiola talking to Ford in a relaxed, informal setting. Derided by critics as "The Joe and Jerry Show,"
the ads largely served only to reinforce the perception that Ford was inept and inarticulate, and were considered by
most to have negatively affected the Ford campaign. The two men became close friends, however; on Election Night
1976, President Ford invited Garagiola to be one of his guests at the White House to watch the results on television.

Advocacy against chewing tobacco

Garagiola has also been an advocate against the use of chewing tobacco. He had picked up the habit during his
playing days with the Cardinals, but quit cold turkey in the late-1950s. He visits major league teams every year
during spring training alongside players from his generation who have suffered from cancer related to the
addiction.[4]

Society for American Baseball Research

Garagiola was the keynote luncheon speaker July 28 at the 2007 convention of the Society for American Baseball
Research held in St. Louis, Missouri.
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Honors
In 1991, he was honored by the Baseball Hall of Fame with the Ford Frick Award for outstanding broadcasting
accomplishments. He has also been given his own star on the St. Louis Walk of Fame.

Personal
Garagiola's son, Joe Jr., went on to become the general manager for the Arizona Diamondbacks and later, senior vice
president of baseball operations for Major League Baseball. His other son, Steve, is a broadcast journalist as well,
serving as a reporter and anchor for WDIV-TV, the NBC affiliate in Detroit.[5] His daughter, Gina, has also worked
in TV news, as a field reporter for Arizona station KTVK, and is now a freelance writer. Garagiola, Sr. has eight
grandchildren.
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Joe Quinn (second baseman)

Joe Quinn

Second baseman

Born: December 25, 1864
Sydney, Australia

Died: 12 November 1940 (aged 75)
St. Louis, Missouri

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 26 April, 1884 for the St. Louis Maroons

Last MLB appearance

 23 July, 1901 for the Washington Senators

Career statistics 

Batting average   .261

Home runs     29

Runs batted in   794

Teams

As Player

• St. Louis Maroons (1884-1886)
• Boston Beaneaters (1888-1889, 1891-1892)
• Boston Reds (1890)
• St. Louis Browns/Cardinals (1893-1896, 1898, 1900)
• Baltimore Orioles (1896-1898)
• Cleveland Spiders (1899)
• Cincinnati Reds (1900)
• Washington Senators (1901)
As Manager

• St. Louis Browns (1895)
• Cleveland Spiders (1899)

Joseph J. Quinn (December 25, 1864 – November 12, 1940) was an Australian second baseman who played 17
seasons in Major League Baseball. Born in Sydney, he was the only Australian-born player to reach the major
leagues until 1986.
Quinn started his career in 1884 with the Union Association's St. Louis Maroons, which won the pennant. He was
one of few players from that league to later find success in the National League. Throughout his career, Quinn was
known for his defensive skills, and he led NL second basemen in fielding percentage twice.
Quinn also had two stints as a big league manager, with the St. Louis Browns in 1895 and the Cleveland Spiders in
1899. His Browns club went 11-28 under his guidance, and the Spiders were even worse, going 12-104. His career
.148 winning percentage is one of the lowest in baseball history.
He was, as a player, arguably the best hitter on the Spiders team that he managed, which is considered to have been
the worst team in major league history.
In the offseason, Quinn was a mortician, and he owned a funeral home after his playing days ended. He died at age
75 in St. Louis, Missouri.
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Sources
• The Editors of Total Baseball (2000). Baseball:The Biographical Encyclopedia. Sports Illustrated. p. 909.
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External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [1], or Fangraphs [2]

• Joseph J. Quinn on Find-a-Grave [3]
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Jumbo Brown

Jumbo Brown

Pitcher

Born: April 30, 1907
Greene, Rhode Island

Died: October 2, 1966 (aged 59)
Freeport, New York

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 August 26, 1925 for the Chicago Cubs

Last MLB appearance

 August 27, 1941 for the New York Giants

Career statistics 

Win-loss record   33-31

Earned run average   4.07

Strikeouts   301

Teams

• Chicago Cubs (1925)
• Cleveland Indians (1927-1928)
• New York Yankees (1932-1933, 1935-1936)
• Cincinnati Reds (1937)
• New York Giants (1937-1941)

Career highlights and awards

• World Series champion: 1932, 1936
• National League pennant: 1937

Walter George "Jumbo" Brown (April 30, 1907-October 2, 1966) was a right-handed Major League Baseball
relief pitcher, one of the first to play that position exclusively. During his career he went 33-31 with 29 saves
(leading the league two times in that category) and a 4.07 ERA. He is known mostly for his large size, weighing 295
pounds during his playing days. Until Walter Young, he was the heaviest player to ever play in the Major Leagues.
His best years where he recorded 15 of his 29 saves were in 1940 and 1941. He led the National League in saves
both those years. He also posted ERA's of 3.42 and 3.32- the 2nd and 3rd best of his career.
He was born in Greene, Rhode Island, and played his first game on August 26, 1925, with the Chicago Cubs. He 
went on to play for the Cleveland Indians, New York Yankees, Cincinnati Reds, and New York Giants. He died in
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Freeport, New York.

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [1], or Fangraphs [2], or The Baseball Cube [3],

or Baseball-Reference (Minors) [4]
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Lady Baldwin

Lady Baldwin

Pitcher

Born: April 8, 1859
Oramel, New York

Died: March 7, 1937 (aged 77)
Hastings, Michigan

Batted: Left Threw: Left 

MLB debut

 September 30, 1884 for the Milwaukee Brewers

Last MLB appearance

 June 26, 1890 for the Buffalo Bisons

Career statistics 

Win-Loss record     73-41

ERA   2.85

Strikeouts   582

Teams

• Milwaukee Brewers (1884)
• Detroit Wolverines (1885-1888)
• Brooklyn Bridegrooms (1890)
• Buffalo Bisons (1890)

Career highlights and awards

• 1887 American Association Championship

Charles B. "Lady" Baldwin (April 8, 1859 – March 7, 1937) was an American left-handed pitcher in Major
League Baseball. He played six seasons in the Union Association, National League and Players League with the
Milwaukee Brewers (1884), Detroit Wolverines (1885–88), Brooklyn Bridegrooms (1890), and Buffalo Bisons
(1890). He was born in the hamlet of Oramel in Caneadea, New York.
Baldwin played four seasons with the Wolverines. In 1886 he had a win-loss record of 42-13 with a 2.24 ERA in 487
innings pitched, striking out 323 of 1,936 batters faced. Baldwin also completed 55 of 56 games, seven of which
were via shutout. The following season in 1887 the Wolverines won the National League pennant and the World
Series behind four of Baldwin's post-season victories.
'Lady' Baldwin should not be confused with the wife of British Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin, who was from 1937
known as Countess Baldwin of Bewdley (and informally as Lady Baldwin).
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External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [1], or Baseball-Reference (Minors) [2]
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Lip Pike

Lip Pike

Outfielder

Born: May 25, 1845
New York, New York

Died: October 10, 1893 (aged 48)
Brooklyn, New York

Batted: Left Threw: Left 

MLB debut

 May 9, 1871 for the Troy Haymakers

Last MLB appearance

 July 28, 1887 for the New York Metropolitans

Career statistics 

Batting average   .321

Home runs     20

Runs batted in   332

Teams
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  National Association of Base Ball Players 
Brooklyn Atlantics (1865, 1869–1870)
Philadelphia Athletics (1866)
Irvington of Irvington, NJ (1867)
New York Mutuals (1867–1868)

  League player 
Troy Haymakers (1871)
Baltimore Canaries (1872–1873)
Hartford Dark Blues (1874)
St. Louis Brown Stockings (NA) (1875)
St. Louis Brown Stockings (NL) (1876)
Cincinnati Reds (1877–1878)
Providence Grays (1878)
Worcester Ruby Legs (1881)
New York Metropolitans (1887)

  League manager 
Troy Haymakers (1871)
Hartford Dark Blues (1874)
Cincinnati Reds (1877)

Career highlights and awards

• National Association home run champion: 1871–1873
• National League home run champion: 1877

Lipman Emanuel "Lip" Pike (May 25, 1845 – October 10, 1893)[1] the "Iron Batter",[2] was one of the stars of
19th century baseball in the United States.[3] [2] He was the first player to be revealed as a professional (meaning he
was paid money to play),[4] [5] as well as the first Jewish [6] His brother, Jay Pike, played briefly for the Hartford
Dark Blues during the 1877 season.
His family was of Dutch background who moved to Brooklyn, New York when he was young,[2] and his father was a
haberdasher.[7] Pike was one of the premier players of his day. He was a great slugger and one of the best home run
hitters, so much so that stories about balls he hit were told for quite some time after he stopped playing.

Baseball career
Pike began in baseball a week after his bar mitzvah.[8] Pike first rose to prominence playing for the Philadelphia
Athletics, whom he joined in 1866.[3] He brought an impressive blend of power and speed to the team, hitting many
home runs as well as being one of the fastest players around. He was a star who in one game hit 6 home runs; the
final score was 67–25.
However, it was soon brought to light that he and two other Philadelphia players were being given $20 ($300 in
current dollar terms) a week to play.[3] [5] Since all baseball players were ostensibly amateurs (though many were,
like Pike, accepting money under the table), a hearing was set up by the sport's governing body, the National
Association of Base Ball Players. In the end, no one showed up to the hearing, and the matter was dropped. By 1869,
the Cincinnati Red Stockings became the first openly professional team, and Pike's hearing, farcical as it seems to
have been, paved the way for Harry Wright's professionalization of baseball. The Athletics were very successful, but
Pike was dropped from the team in 1867, because he was from New York, and thus a 'foreigner,' calling his loyalty
into question.
He moved on to the Irvington, New Jersey club and later in 1867 to the New York Mutuals, always a leading team, 
where he returned for 1868, having caught the eye of Boss Tweed. In 1869 he moved to the Brooklyn Atlantics,
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another perennial leader, where he hit .610. In 1870, the Atlantics, with Pike manning second base, finally ended
Cincinnati's 93-game winning streak.
In 1871, the National Association was formed as the first professional baseball league, and Pike joined the Troy
Haymakers for its inaugural season. He was their star and for 4 games was the "captain" (which meant that he
managed the team),[3] batting .377 (6th best in the league) and hitting a league-leading 4 home runs. He also led the
league in extra base hits (21), and was 2nd in slugging percentage (.654) and doubles (10), 4th in RBIs (39), 5th in
triples (7), 6th in on base percentage (.400), 9th in hits (49), and 10th in runs (43). The Haymakers only finished 6th,
though, and the team's captaincy switched to Bill Craver.
The Haymakers revamped their roster for the 1872 season, and Pike headed for Baltimore, where he played for the
Baltimore Canaries. Pike had another excellent season, leading the league in home runs again (with 6), RBIs (60),
and games (56), and coming in 2nd in total bases (127) and extra base hits (26), 3rd in at bats (288), 5th in doubles
(15) and triples (5), 9th in slugging percentage (.441) and stolen bases (8), and 10th in hits (84).
In 1873 Pike led the league in home runs for the 3rd consecutive season, hitting 4, and was 2nd in triples (8), 4th in
total bases (132), stolen bases (8), and extra base hits (26), 7th in slugging percentage (.462), 8th in doubles (14),
RBIs (50), and at bats (286), 9th in hits (90), and 10th in games (56).
Baltimore went bankrupt after the season, so Pike headed off to captain the Hartford Dark Blues for the 1874 season.
The Dark Blues were a poor team, but Pike had another fine season, slugging .574 to lead the league, and coming in
2nd with an on base percentage of .368.
Pike abandoned the weak Hartford team after a single season, switching to the St. Louis Brown Stockings. For the
first time in his professional career, Pike failed to hit a home run, although he stole 25 bases. He also hit 12 triples
and 22 doubles (leading the league) in what was probably his finest offensive season.
In all Lip Pike has the NA career home run (15), and extra base hits (135) records
In 1876, when the National League replaced the National Association, Pike stuck with St. Louis. The Brown
Stockings turned in a very good season, finishing a solid 2nd to the Chicago White Stockings. Pike continued to
produce offensively, notching totals of 133 total bases (5th in the league) and 34 extra-base hits (2nd).
Seemingly never content to stay with a team very long, Pike headed to the Cincinnati Reds for the 1877 season. The
Reds finished last. He hit a powerful and famous home run that year, which apparently went 360 feet long and 40
feet high, and hit a metal bar at that point which it still had enough force to bend. Pike was still a top-quality player,
leading the league in home runs for the 4th time in the 1870s.[8] However, age was starting to catch up with the
32-year-old Pike. He began the season as the 8th-oldest player in the league, and was the 4th oldest player of the
1878 season. The 1878 Reds played very well, though. They finished 2nd, but Pike was replaced by Buttercup
Dickerson halfway through the season and forced to look elsewhere for a team. He ended up playing a few games for
the Providence Grays, and spent the next 2 years playing for minor league teams.
Sporting Life subsequently named him an outfielder on its 1870-80 All Star team.[2]

Pike got a brief call-up in 1881 to play for the Worcester Ruby Legs,[9] but the 36-year-old Pike could no longer play
effectively, hitting .111 and not managing a single extra base hit in 18 at-bats over 5 games. His play was so poor as
to arouse suspicions, and Pike found himself banned from the National League that September. He was added to the
"blacklist" at a 1881 National League meeting, barring him from playing for or against any NL team. He turned to
haberdashery,[9] the vocation of his father, and spent another 6 years playing only amateur baseball. He was
reinstated in 1883.
In 1887, the New York Metropolitans of the American Association gave Pike another chance. At 42, he was the
oldest player in baseball. The only game he played was more of a sending off than a new start, though, and Pike
headed back to his haberdashery once more.
In 1936, decades after he died, he received a vote in the elections for the Baseball Hall of Fame.[2]
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Speed
Pike was also one of the fastest players in the league. He would occasionally race any challenger for a cash prize,
routinely coming out the winner.[10] On August 16, 1873, he raced a fast trotting horse named "Clarence" in a
100-yard sprint at Baltimore's Newington Park, and won by four yards with a time of 10 seconds flat, earning $250
($4570 in current dollar terms).[3]

Death
Pike died suddenly of heart disease at the age of 48 in 1893.[2] The Brooklyn Eagle reported that "Many wealthy
Hebrews and men high in political and old time baseball circles attended the funeral service".[11] He was interred in
the Salem Fields Cemetery in Brooklyn, New York.

Hall of Fame
He was the first famous Jewish baseball player, and was inducted into the International Jewish Sports Hall of Fame.

Miscellaneous
• Many years later, Francis Richter of Sporting Life magazine chose Pike as one of the top three outfielders of the

1870–80 decade.
• A left-hander, Pike played 79 National League games at second base. As the game became more sophisticated,

however, it became clear to observers that lefties were not well-suited to play second base, even though Pike was
very adept at the position.
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• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference (http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ players/

p/ pikeli01. shtml)
• BR Bullpen profile (http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ bullpen/ Lip_Pike)
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• Jewish Major League career leaders (http:/ / jewishmajorleaguers. org/ crrldrs/ crrldrs. html)

Lou Limmer
Louis Limmer, known as Lou (March 10, 1925 - April 1, 2007) was a Major League Baseball player in 1951 and
1954 for the Philadelphia Athletics.
Limmer was a first baseman for 13 years (1946–58), two in the Major Leagues (1951; 1954) and 11 in the minors
(1946–50; 1952–53; 1955–58). He won two minor league home run titles, finished one short in a third year, and in
the top five seven times. He also twice hit the most home runs in the Caribbean Series.
Born in Bronx, New York, Limmer graduated from Manhattan High School of Aviation in 1943. Upon graduation,
he joined the Army Air Corps, where he served until 1946.

Baseball career
He was signed by the Philadelphia Athletics as an amateur free agent in 1946. He was scouted and signed by George
Halpin and Connie Mack.
In 1946, in 40 games for the Lexington A's of the North Carolina State League he hit .313.
In 1947 he hit .326 for Lexington, with 24 home runs (3rd in the league) and 95 RBIs (5th in the league) in 405 at
bats.
With the Lincoln A's of the Western League in 1948, he hit 28 home runs and had 93 RBIs in 385 at bats. He broke
his neck in late August, while sliding into third base. He lost his eyesight temporarily due to the injury, and did not
return to complete the season. He still managed to finish sixth in the league in RBIs, and second in home runs.
In 1949, he hit .315 (4th in the league) with a league-leading 29 home runs, and drove in 105 RBIs (3rd) as he scored
100 runs for Lincoln.
He followed that up in 1950, leading the league with both 29 home runs and 111 RBIs for the St. Paul Saints of the
American Association, earning "Rookie of the Year" honors.[1] Curiously, he hit at least two home runs in every
park in the AA - except at home.
Limmer holds the distinction of having hit the last home run and last base hit for the Athletics before their move to
Kansas City.
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In an interesting side note, Limmer was involved in the only all-Jewish confrontation in Major League history. On
May 2, 1951, Limmer was batting in a game against the Detroit Tigers. Pitching for the Tigers was Saul Rogovin,
and catching for the Tigers was Joe Ginsberg.
In 1952 he played for the A's AAA club in Ottawa, hitting 23 home runs (4th in the league).
His best offensive year in the major leagues was in 1954, when he had 73 hits and 14 home runs. He earned notice
with fans for his prodigious performance in batting practice, and got the nickname "Babe Ruth of Batting Practice"
from Philadelphia fans.
In 1955 he hit 28 home runs (3rd in the league) in 416 at bats for the Columbus Jets and Toronto Maple Leafs of the
International League, playing both first base and outfield.
In 1958, his last year in baseball, he hit 30 home runs (2nd in the league), a career-high 31 doubles, and had 100
RBIs (4th) and 96 runs scored for the Birmingham Barons of the Southern Association.
He later became the only major leaguer to become president of a shul, the Castle Hill Community Jewish Center in
the Bronx.[2]
He died in Boca Raton, Florida.[3] and is survived by his wife Pearl, sons Dan and Craig, and four grandchildren,
David, Sarah, Michael & Michelle.

Hall of Fame
He is a member of the Philadelphia Jewish Sports Hall of Fame.
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[1] http:/ / www. baseballhistorian. com/ html/ american_heroes. cfm?page=214
[2] http:/ / www. thejewishweek. com/ viewArticle/ c36_a15421/ News/ New_York. html
[3] http:/ / www. clevelandjewishnews. com/ articles/ 2007/ 04/ 05/ news/ world/ limmer0406. txt

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference (http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ players/

l/ limmelo01. shtml)
• Baseball Cube stats (http:/ / www. thebaseballcube. com/ players/ L/ Lou-Limmer. shtml)
• Fangraphs stats (http:/ / www. fangraphs. com/ statss. aspx?playerid=1007609& position=1B)
• Baseball Almanac bio (http:/ / www. baseball-almanac. com/ players/ player. php?p=limmelo01)
• Historic Baseball bio (http:/ / www. historicbaseball. com/ players/ l/ limmer_lou. html)
• The Baseball Page bio (http:/ / www. thebaseballpage. com/ players/ stats/ limmelo01)
• "Lou Limmer, One of Baseball's Nice Guys," 2007 (http:/ / www. philadelphiaathletics. org/ history/ limmer.

html)
• "Lou Limmer, Who Played a Role in Jewish Baseball History, Dies," 4/9/07 (http:/ / www. jta. org/ cgi-bin/ iowa/

news/ article/ 20070405limmerobitbaseball. html)
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Luke Easter (baseball)

Luke Easter

First baseman

Born: August 4, 1915
Jonestown, Mississippi

Died: March 29, 1979 (aged 63)
Euclid, Ohio

Batted: Left Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 August 11, 1949 for the Cleveland Indians

Last MLB appearance

 May 4, 1954 for the Cleveland Indians

Career statistics 

Batting average   .274

Home runs     93

Runs batted in   340

Teams

• Homestead Grays (1947-48)
• Cleveland Indians (1949-54)

Luscious Luke Easter (August 4, 1915 in Jonestown, Mississippi - March 29, 1979 in Euclid, Ohio) was a
professional baseball player in Major League Baseball and the Negro leagues. He batted left-handed, threw
right-handed, was 6'4", and weighed 240 lb. The birth year listed here is drawn from census data. Easter himself
listed multiple birth years ranging from 1911 to 1921 on different occasions, so some ambiguity as to the correct
year exists.

Early career
Easter grew up in St. Louis, Missouri. His family had moved there when Easter was four years old, so that his father
James could secure a more lucrative job in the auto industry; prior to that time, the Easters had been farmers in the
Mississippi Delta. He attended the same high school as fellow Negro league star Quincy Trouppe. After graduation,
Easter was good enough to be a professional player, but there was no Negro league franchise in St. Louis. As a
result, in 1937 Easter joined the top team in the area, a semipro outfit called the St. Louis Titanium Giants. This team
was sponsored by the American Titanium Company, with membership drawn from the company's worker base;
players held a job at the factory and received a weekly paycheck, but received substantial amounts of time off from
"work" to practice and to participate in games against visiting squads. During the time Easter played for them, the
Giants fielded a very competitive team; also featuring Sam Jethroe, they went 6-0 in exhibitions against teams in the
Negro American League in 1940. Easter played for the Giants until 1941, when he suffered a fractured leg in a car
accident, as a passenger in a car driven by Jethroe.
During World War II, Easter avoided combat by working domestically in war-essential industries. Luscious Easter 
37 368 805 was inducted into the Army of the United States at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on June 22, 1942, and 
stationed at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, with the Quartermaster Corps. He was separated from the Army at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri on July 3, 1943. (National Archives and Records Administration.) After the war ended, he
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tried to resume his playing career by trying out for manager "Candy Jim" Taylor of the Chicago American Giants.
Taylor elected not to sign Easter, but referred him to promoter Abe Saperstein, who at that time was founding a new
touring baseball team, the Cincinnati Crescents. Saperstein signed Easter, and after a successful 1946 season, sold
him to the Homestead Grays.

Negro and Major Leagues
Easter was a solid contributor to the Grays in 1947, and excelled in 1948. That year, he batted .363, tied for the
league lead in home runs, and led the league in runs batted in. He led the Grays to a victory over the Birmingham
Black Barons in that year's Negro League World Series, the last ever played. His success attracted the attention of
Bill Veeck, owner of the Cleveland Indians, who purchased his contract from the Grays. A knee injury in spring
training in 1949 cost Easter a spot on the major league roster at the start of the season. He started the year in the
Pacific Coast League; despite a mid-season operation on the knee, continued to star. He again batted .363, along with
25 home runs and 80 RBI. This performance impressed the Indians so much that they called Easter up for a brief
appearance at the end of the season, and early in 1950 traded All-Star Mickey Vernon to open up first base for him.
As a 34-year-old rookie, Easter continued his power hitting, ranking among the league leaders in home runs and
RBI, and led the league in times hit by pitch. He continued to produce in 1951 and 1952, finishing 13th in Most
Valuable Player voting in the latter year, but continuing knee and ankle problems, as well as advancing age, brought
his major league career to an end. He played in only 68 ML games in 1953, spending part of the year at AAA, and
finished his major league career with six games in 1954.
Easter continued to play professionally at AAA, even though the leg injuries had reduced his running speed to a
limp. He played regularly for the Ottawa Athletics, Charleston Senators, Buffalo Bisons and Rochester Red Wings,
and won the International League's MVP award with the Bisons in 1957. He ultimately retired as a player in 1963, at
the age of 48, and worked for several years thereafter as a coach. His number (36) was retired by the Rochester Red
Wings and number (25) by the Buffalo Bisons.

Notable Home Runs
As a player, Easter was best known for his tape-measure home runs. While with the Grays in 1948, he became the
first player to hit a home run into the center field bleachers at New York's Polo Grounds during game action, a
section that was 475 feet from home plate.[1] During his rookie season, he also hit the longest home run in the history
of Cleveland's Municipal Stadium, a 477-foot blast over the auxiliary scoreboard in right field; the only other player
to match that feat was Mickey Mantle, who did it in 1960. Finally, during his twilight days with the Bisons, he
became the first player to hit a home run over the center field scoreboard at Buffalo's home park, Offermann
Stadium, doing so twice in a month in 1957.
When told by a fan one time that the fan had seen Easter's longest home run in person, Easter is reported to have
replied, "If it came down, it wasn't my longest."

Post-Playing Career
While playing with the Red Wings, Easter also began to serve as a coach, and after his playing days were over he
continued in this role. Future major leaguers Boog Powell, Curt Blefary, and Pete Ward were among the players who
credited Easter as a positive influence on their careers.
After his days as a coach, Easter returned to the Cleveland area. While transporting $40,000 for the Aircraft Workers
Alliance from a bank on March 29, 1979, in the course of his job as chief union steward for TRW, Easter was
approached by two robbers armed with shotguns. He refused to turn over the funds, and was killed.
Woodland Hills Park, in Cleveland's Mount Pleasant neighborhood, was renamed Luke Easter Park in his honor.
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Historical Analysis
Easter was generally well-liked by teammates during his career, and most printed recollections by them refer to him
as a good-natured practical joker. He owned and operated a sausage company while in Buffalo, and gave five pounds
of sausage to every teammate who hit a home run. He was inducted into the Greater Buffalo Sports Hall of Fame in
1997, with that body citing his "grace and dignity on and off the field" and his "legacy as a friend to the community,
a generous soul with plenty of time for any cause."[2] He had already become the charter member of the Rochester
Red Wings Hall of Fame in 1989.[3]

In "The New Bill James Historical Baseball Abstract," baseball writer and statistician Bill James rated Easter as the
second-best first baseman in the history of the Negro leagues, behind only Buck Leonard. He described Easter as "an
amiable, fun-loving man who gambled, wasn't 100% honest, and had a temper," with "shoulders that crossed three
lanes of traffic," but also claimed that "if you could clone him and bring him back, you'd have the greatest power
hitter in baseball today, if not ever."

Sources
[1] Luke Easter, Myth, Legend Superstar; Baseball Almanac (http:/ / www. baseball-almanac. com/ minor-league/ minor9. shtml/ )
[2] Luke Easter, Buffalo Sports Hall of Fame (http:/ / www. buffalosportshallfame. com/ 1997/ luke_easter. html/ )
[3] Luke Easter, Red Wings Baseball (http:/ / www. redwingsbaseball. com/ history/ easterhof. html/ )

External links
• Easter's major league statistics. (http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ e/ eastelu01. shtml)
• A description of Easter's minor league career. (http:/ / www. baseball-almanac. com/ minor-league/ minor9.

shtml)
• Photos of Easter and his wife Virgil. (http:/ / www. redwingsbaseball. com/ history/ easterhof. html)
• An attempt to interpret the course of Easter's non-ML career. (http:/ / www. baseballthinkfactory. org/ files/

hall_of_merit/ discussion/ luke_easter/ )
• An appreciation and recollection of Luke Easter. (http:/ / www. niagarafallsreporter. com/ lukeeaster. html)

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bill_James
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Buck_Leonard
http://www.baseball-almanac.com/minor-league/minor9.shtml/
http://www.buffalosportshallfame.com/1997/luke_easter.html/
http://www.redwingsbaseball.com/history/easterhof.html/
http://www.baseball-reference.com/e/eastelu01.shtml
http://www.baseball-almanac.com/minor-league/minor9.shtml
http://www.baseball-almanac.com/minor-league/minor9.shtml
http://www.redwingsbaseball.com/history/easterhof.html
http://www.baseballthinkfactory.org/files/hall_of_merit/discussion/luke_easter/
http://www.baseballthinkfactory.org/files/hall_of_merit/discussion/luke_easter/
http://www.niagarafallsreporter.com/lukeeaster.html


Mark Fidrych 63

Mark Fidrych

Mark Fidrych

Pitcher

Born: August 14, 1954
Worcester, Massachusetts

Died: April 13, 2009 (aged 54)
Northborough, Massachusetts

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 April 20, 1976 for the Detroit Tigers 

Last MLB appearance

 October 1, 1980 for the Detroit Tigers 

Career statistics 

Win–Loss record   29–19

Earned run average   3.10

Strikeouts   170

Teams

• Detroit Tigers (1976–1980)

Career highlights and awards

• 2× All-Star selection (1976, 1977)
• 1976 AL Rookie of the Year

Mark Steven Fidrych (pronounced /ˈfɪdrɨtʃ/; August 14, 1954 – April 13, 2009), nicknamed "The Bird", was a
Major League Baseball pitcher. He pitched his entire career for the Detroit Tigers (1976-1980).
In 1976, Fidrych led the major leagues with a 2.34 ERA, won the AL Rookie of the Year award, and finished with a
19-9 record.

1976 Rookie of the Year
The son of an assistant school principal, Fidrych played baseball at Algonquin Regional High School in
Northborough, Massachusetts, and at Worcester Academy, a day and boarding school in central Massachusetts. In
the 1974 amateur draft, he was not selected until the 10th round, when the Detroit Tigers picked him. In the minor
leagues one of his coaches with the Lakeland Tigers dubbed the lanky 6-foot-3 right-handed pitcher "The Bird"
because of his resemblance to the "Big Bird" character of the 1970s Sesame Street television program.[1]

Fidrych made the Tigers as a non-roster invitee out of the 1976 spring training, not making his major-league debut
until April 20, and not making his first start until mid-May. He only made that start because the scheduled starting
pitcher had the flu. Fidrych responded by throwing seven no-hit innings, ending the game with a 2-1 victory in which
he gave up only two hits. He went on to win 19 games, led the league in ERA (2.34) and complete games (24), was
the starting pitcher in that year's All-Star Game, won the American League Rookie of the Year Award, and finished
second in voting for the Cy Young Award.
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Personality
In the process Fidrych also captured the imagination of fans with his antics on the field. He would crouch down on
the pitcher's mound and fix cleat marks, what became known as "manicuring the mound", talk to himself, talk to the
ball, aim the ball like a dart, strut around the mound after every out, and throw back balls that "had hits in them,"
insisting they be removed from the game. Mark Fidrych also was known for shaking everyone's hands after a game.
On June 28, 1976, he pitched against the New York Yankees in a nationally televised game on ABC; the Tigers won
the game 5-1. After a game filled with "Bird" antics in which he and his team handily defeated the Yankees, Fidrych
became a national celebrity.
Every time he pitched, Tiger Stadium was jam-packed with adoring fans who became known as "Bird Watchers".
Fidrych's fan appeal was also enhanced by the fact that he had his own "personal catcher". Because Tigers coaching
and managerial staff were somewhat superstitious about "jinxing" Fidrych's success, Bruce Kimm, a rookie catcher,
caught each of Fidrych's outings. It became common to hear the crowd chant "we want the Bird, we want the Bird"
at the end of each of his home victories. The chants would continue until he emerged from the dugout to tip his cap
to the crowd. While these "curtain calls" have become more common in modern sports, they were not so in the
mid-'70s baseball. In his 18 appearances, attendance equaled almost half of the entire season's 81 home games.
Teams started asking Detroit to change its pitching rotation so Fidrych could pitch in their ballparks, and he appeared
on the cover of numerous magazines, such as Sports Illustrated (twice, including once with Sesame Street character
Big Bird), The Sporting News, and became the first athlete to appear on the cover of Rolling Stone. In one week,
Fidrych turned away five people who wanted to be his agent, saying, "Only I know my real value and can negotiate
it."
Fidrych also drew attention for the simple, bachelor lifestyle he led in spite of his fame, driving a green subcompact
car, living in a small Detroit apartment, wondering aloud if he could afford to answer all of his fan mail on his
league-minimum $16,500 salary, and telling people that if he hadn't been a pitcher, he'd work pumping gas in
Northborough. He fascinated everyone, most especially young girls, with his frizzy blond curls, blue jeans, and
devil-may-care manner.
At the end of his rookie season, the Tigers gave him a $25,000 bonus and signed him to a three-year contract worth
$255,000. Economists estimated that the extra attendance Fidrych generated around the league in 1976 was worth
more than $1 million. Fidrych also did an Aqua Velva television commercial after the 1976 season.

Chronology of 1976 season
• May 15: Fidrych won his first major league start by pitching a complete game, allowing two hits in a 2-1 victory

over the Cleveland Indians. The first hit he gave up was a single to Buddy Bell. Fidrych drew attention for talking
to the ball during the game‚ and patting down the mound each inning. After the game, Rico Carty of the Indians
said he thought Fidrych "was trying to hypnotize them." .[2]

• May 25: In his second start, Fidrych held the Boston Red Sox to six hits and two runs, but the Tigers were shut
out, 2-0, by Luis Tiant. Pitching in his home town, Fidrych gave up a home run to Red Sox legend Carl
Yastrzemski. When asked how it felt to give up a home run to Yaz, Fidrych said: "It blew my mind. It blew my
g--d-- mind. Just because ... hey the only reason it blew my mind was because, here I am, goin', I'm in front of my
-- Fenway Park.".[3]

• May 31: Fidrych pitched 11 innings for a complete game, 5-4 win over the Brewers. He gave up a run in the top
of the 11th inning, but the Tigers rallied in the bottom of the inning.

• June 5: Fidrych pitched his second straight 11-inning complete game, beating Bert Blyleven and the Texas
Rangers, 3-2. Ben Oglivie scored the winning run in the top of the 11th, and The Bird pitched a 1-2-3 inning in
the bottom of the 11th against the heart of the Rangers lineup.

• June 11: "Bird"-mania began to take hold in Detroit. A crowd of 36,377 attended the Friday night game, as
Fidrych faced Nolan Ryan. Fidrych gave up only one earned run, and the Tigers won 4-3.
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• June 16: The Tigers drew 21,659 on a Wednesday night to watch Fidrych win his fifth game. Fidrych held the
Royals to five hits and two earned runs. The Tigers trailed 3-2 going into the bottom of the ninth inning, but the
Tigers rallied for two runs.

• June 20: The Tigers beat the Minnesota Twins, 7-3, in Minneapolis, as Fidrych extended his record to 6-1.
• June 24: Fidrych drew 26,293 fans to Fenway Park for a Thursday night game, as the Tigers won, 6-3. Fidrych

pitched another complete game.
• June 28: The Tigers faced the Yankees on Monday Night Baseball, with 47,855 attending at Tiger Stadium and a

national television audience, "The Bird" talked to the ball and groomed the mound, as the Tigers won, 5-1 in a
game that lasted only 1 hour and 51 minutes. After the game, the crowd would not leave the park until Fidrych
came out of the dugout to tip his cap.[4]

• July 3: Fidrych shut out the Baltimore Orioles 4-0 in front of a sell out crowd of 51,032 at Tiger Stadium. Fidrych
gave up only four hits and extended his record to 9-1.

• July 9: Pitching in front of another sell-out crowd (51,041) at Tiger Stadium, Fidrych held the Royals to one run
in nine innings, but Dennis Leonard shut out the Tigers 1-0.

• July 13: Fidrych gave up two runs and was tagged as the losing pitcher in the All Star Game. The National
League won, 7-1.

• July 16: Fidrych won his 10th game, a 1-0 victory over the A's with 45,905 in attendance at Tiger Stadium.
• July 20: A crowd of over 30,000 showed up on a Tuesday night in Minneapolis to watch Fidrych. It was The

Bird's 13th start, and the Twins released 13 homing pigeons on the mound before the game. According to Fidrych,
"they tried to do that to blow my concentration."[5] Fidrych pitched another complete game and got his 11th win,
8-3.

• July 24: Fidrych drew another big crowd to Tiger Stadium (37,405), but lasted only 4-1/3 innings. John Hiller got
the win in relief, as Ben Oglivie hit a home run in the eighth inning to give the Tigers a 5-4 win over the Indians.
After the game, Fidrych was interviewed on live television, and a small controversy arose when Fidrych said
"B.S." on the air. Fidrych recalled: "He [ NBC commentator Tony Kubek ] said, it looked like you were gonna
cry. I just said, No, I wasn't about to cry. It was just bs.... And then I said, excuse me. I said, I didn't mean to
swear on the air but I just showed you my feelings.".[6] The next day, Fidrych was fined $250 by Bowie Kuhn.[7]

• July 29: Fidrych took a loss despite pitching a six-hit complete game and not allowing an earned run. The Orioles
shut out the Tigers, 1-0, as Lee May scored an unearned run in the fourth inning.

• August 7: Fidrych got his 12th win against the Indians, a complete game six-hitter, by a score of 6-1.
• August 11: The Tigers beat the Rangers, 4-3, as Fidrych notched his 13th win over Gaylord Perry. The Tigers

drew 36,523 for a Wednesday game in Detroit.
• August 17: The Tigers drew a season-high 51,822 fans on a Tuesday night and Fidrych did not disappoint the

fans, as the Tigers won 3-2. Fidrych went to 14-4.
• August 25: The Tigers beat the White Sox, 3-1, in front of 40,000 fans on a Wednesday night in Detroit. Rookie

Fidrych held the White Sox to five hits in a game that lasted only one hour and 48 minutes.
• September 3: The Tigers lost to the Brewers, 11-2, as Fidrych had the worst outing of his young career, and Mike

Hegan hit for the cycle for Milwaukee. Fidrych gave up nine runs (seven earned) in 3-2/3 innings.
• September 12: The Tigers beat Dock Ellis, 3-0, in front of 52,707 fans at Yankee Stadium. Fidrych pitched a

complete game shutout for his 16th win.
• September 18: The Tigers beat the Indians, and Fidrych held the Indians to five hits for his 18th win. The game

lasted only 1 hour and 48 minutes.
• October 2: In his last start of the 1976 season, Fidrych got his 19th win, beating the Brewers, 4-1, giving up five

hits in a game that lasted 1 hour and 46 minutes.
• November 5: The Cy Young Award is announced, with Jim Palmer taking the award over Fidrych.
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Fidrych's 1976 awards and leaderboard appearances
For the 1976 season, Fidrych was nominated for several awards and ranked among baseball's leaders in multiple
categories.
• AL Rookie of the Year Award
• Tiger of the Year award from the Detroit baseball writers
• Tigers Rookie of the Year award from the Detroit Sports Broadcasters Association
• MLB leader in ERA (2.34)
• MLB leader in Adjusted ERA+ (158)
• AL leader in complete games (24)
• Finished 2nd in AL Cy Young Award voting
• Finished 11th in AL MVP Award voting
• #3 in AL in walks plus hits per innings pitched (WHIP) (1.079)
• #4 in AL in wins (19)
• #4 in AL in win percentage (.679)
• #5 in AL in bases on balls per 9 inning pitched (1.91)
• #5 in AL in shutouts (4)

Publication of No Big Deal

During the offseason between the 1976 and 1977 seasons, Fidrych published an autobiography with Tom Clark titled
No Big Deal.

Injury and retirement
Fidrych tore the cartilage in his knee fooling around in the outfield during spring training in 1977[8]. He picked up
where he left off after his return from the injury, but about six weeks after his return, during a game against
Baltimore, he felt his arm just, in his words, "go dead." It was a torn rotator cuff, but it would not be diagnosed until
1985. [9].
Fidrych managed to finish the season 6-4 with a 2.89 ERA and was again invited to the All-Star Game, but he
declined the invitation due to injury. He pitched only three games in 1978, winning two. On August 12, 1980, 48,361
fans showed up at Tiger Stadium to see what turned out to be his last attempt at a comeback. Fidrych pitched his last
MLB game on October 1, 1980 in Toronto, going five innings and giving up four earned runs, while picking up the
win in a 11-7 Tigers victory which was televised in Detroit. At the end of the 1981 season, Detroit gave Fidrych his
outright release and he signed as a free agent with the Boston Red Sox, playing for one of their minor league teams.
However, his torn rotator cuff, still undiagnosed and untreated, never healed. At age 29, he was forced to retire. After
seeing everyone from chiropractors to hypnotists, Fidrych went to famed sports doctor James Andrews in 1985. Dr.
Andrews discovered the torn rotator cuff and operated; still, the damage already done to the shoulder effectively
ended Fidrych's chance of coming back to a professional baseball career.
Fidrych remained cheerful and upbeat. In a 1998 interview, when asked who he would invite to dinner if he could
invite anyone in the world, Fidrych said, "My buddy and former Tigers teammate Mickey Stanley, because he's
never been to my house."
Fidrych lived with his wife Ann, whom he married in 1986, on a 107-acre (0.43 km2) farm in Northborough. They
have a daughter, Jessica. Aside from fixing up his farmhouse, he worked as a contractor hauling gravel and asphalt
in a 10 Wheeler. On weekends, he helped out at his mother-in-law's business, Chet's Diner in Northborough.
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Death
According to the Worcester District Attorney's office, a family friend found Mark Fidrych, dead, beneath his
10-wheeled dump truck at his Northborough home around 2:30 p.m, April 13, 2009. He appeared to have been
working on the truck at the time of the accident.[10] Authorities said Fidrych suffocated after his clothes became
entangled with a spinning power take-off shaft on the truck he was working on. The state medical examiner's office
ruled the death an accident, according to a release from the Worcester District Attorney's office. "He appeared to
have been working on the truck when his clothes became tangled in the truck's power takeoff shaft," District
Attorney Joseph Early, Jr. said in a statement.[11]

Joseph Amorello, owner of a road construction company, occasionally hired Fidrych to haul gravel or asphalt. He
had stopped by the farm to chat with Fidrych when he found the body underneath the dump truck. "We were just, in
general, getting started for the [road building] season this week and it seems as though his truck was going to be
needed. It looked like he was doing some maintenance on it," Amorello said in a telephone interview. "I found him
under the truck. There's not much more I can say. I dialed 911 and that's all I could do."[12]

Current Tigers manager Jim Leyland had fond memories of "The Bird" dating to the times he managed the pitcher in
1978, 1980 and 1981, when Fidrych was trying to come back from the knee and shoulder injuries. "We drove to
spring training in my van one year," Leyland said. "I drove up to Detroit from Toledo, picked him up, then drove
him back to my house for the night. I remember how much he ate at breakfast the next morning. My mom kept
fixing him eggs and the Bird kept eating them." Fidrych made 27 starts for Leyland’s Triple-A teams in 1980 and
1981. He made it back to the Tigers in 1980 and pitched his last complete game in the majors on September 2, with
Leyland and his mother in the stands. "After the final out, he came over and handed the game ball not to me, but to
my mother," Leyland said. "I couldn’t believe it. She couldn’t believe it. I’ve never forgotten it."

Honors and tributes
Fidrych was inducted into the Shrine of the Eternals of the Baseball Reliquary in 2002. [13]

At the time of his death he was about to be inducted into the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame.[14]

Fidrych was, in fact, so inducted posthumously on June 18, 2009.[15]

In one of Bill James' baseball books, he quoted the Yankees' Graig Nettles as telling about an at-bat against Fidrych,
who, as usual, was talking to the ball before pitching to Nettles. Immediately Graig jumped out of the batter's box
and started talking to his bat. He reportedly said, "Never mind what he says to the ball. You just hit it over the
outfield fence!" Nettles struck out. "Damn," he said. "Japanese bat. Doesn't understand a word of English."
(Ironically, Nettles actually hit Fidrych very well in his career, with a .389 average [7-for-18] and two home runs.)
On April 15, 2009, the Tigers paid tribute to Fidrych at Comerica Park with a moment of silence and a video before
their game against the Chicago White Sox.[16]

On June 19, 2009, Jessica Fidrych honored her father at Comerica Park by throwing out the ceremonial first pitch to
manager Jim Leyland for the Tigers game against the Milwaukee Brewers. Prior to throwing the first pitch, Jessica
"manicured the mound" just like her father. Ann Fidrych, widow of Mark Fidrych, was also present on the field for
the ceremony. [17]
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Quotations
• "When you're a winner you're always happy, but if you're happy as a loser you'll always be a loser."
• "Sometimes I get lazy and let the dishes stack up, but they don't stack too high. I've only got four dishes."
• "That ball has a hit in it, so I want it to get back in the ball bag and goof around with the other balls in there.

Maybe it'll learn some sense and come out as a pop-up next time."
• On the sub-compact car he bought while making the major league minimum his rookie season: "It fits my budget,

not my personality."
• After allowing the Detroit Tigers Wives Club to cut his hair for charity: "It was like Samson and Goliath."
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Pat Neshek

Pat Neshek

Minnesota Twins — No. 17

Relief pitcher

Born: September 4, 1980
Madison, Wisconsin

Bats: Switch Throws: Right 

MLB debut

 July 7, 2006 for the Minnesota Twins 

Career statistics
(through 2010 season)

Win-Loss   11-6

Earned run average   3.05

Strikeouts     151

Teams

• Minnesota Twins (2006-present)

Patrick J. Neshek (born September 4, 1980 in Madison, Wisconsin) is a Major League Baseball relief pitcher in the
Minnesota Twins organization. Neshek is a graduate of Park Center Senior High School in Minnesota and of Butler
University.

Early career
At Park Center High School, he was named to the All-State team. At Butler University, Neshek was a three year
letter winner and holds school records for strikeouts in a single-game (18 vs. Detroit, April 15, 2001), strikeouts in a
single-season (118, 2001) and career (280) strikeout records. During the 2005 season, Neshek led all minor league
Twins players in saves.
Neshek was originally selected by the Minnesota Twins in the 45th round (1337th overall) of the 1999 Major League
Baseball Draft, but Neshek did not sign and went onto Butler. Neshek was later drafted in the sixth round of the 2002
Major League Baseball Draft as the 182nd overall pick. He signed with the Twins that year and was assigned to the
Twins Rookie level team. Neshek spent four years in the minor leagues, pitching 293.1 innings in 206 games. In
those 293.1 innings, Neshek accumulated 367 strikeouts, a 16-12 record and an ERA of just 2.18.
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Major League career

2006 season
In his major league debut, Neshek pitched two innings and allowed just one hit. On July 30, 2006, Neshek got his
first career win against the Detroit Tigers after he only pitched ⅓ of an inning.

2007 season
Neshek began the 2007 season posting a 2–0 April record with a 2.25 ERA. In May he gave up six hits in 13.2
innings pitched, had eighteen strikeouts and posted a very impressive 0.66 ERA.[1] On July 1, 2007, Neshek was
chosen to be 1 of the 5 players in the final vote for the All-Star game along with Jeremy Bonderman, Kelvim
Escobar, Roy Halladay, and Hideki Okajima. The spot went to Okajima, despite a campaign by Twins fans and
national sports blogs to "Pitch in for Pat".[2] Neshek finished third in voting.
Neshek recorded his first loss of the season against the New York Yankees on July 5. After losing to the Yankees,
Neshek won three games in fourteen days improving his record to 6-1. He posted a 3.97 ERA during the month of
July. He lost his second game, but won his seventh game bringing his season record to 7-2, posting a 5.06 ERA for
the month. On September 20, the Twins shut Neshek down for the season because of shoulder/elbow fatigue.[3]

Neshek ended the season with a 7-2 win-loss record appearing in 74 games for a total of 70.1 innings pitched and a
2.94 ERA.[4]

2008 season
Prior to the beginning of the 2008 season, Neshek became a vegan.
In his first three appearances, Neshek allowed only one hit in 3.1 innings pitched and had a 0.00 ERA. Then Neshek
was placed on the 60-day disabled list with a tear of the UCL and missed the rest of the season. On November 11,
2008, it was announced that he would undergo ligament replacement surgery, more commonly known as Tommy
John surgery, and miss the 2009 season. He went under the knife a week later, on November 18.

2009 season
Neshek sat out the entire 2009 season, recovering from the Tommy John surgery.[5]

2010 season
Neshek made the Twins' Roster out of Spring Training. In 4.1 innings he had a 4.15 ERA with two hits allowed, two
runs allowed.[6] However, Neshek was put on the Disabled List on April 15 [7] due to middle finger inflammation. In
another examination, MRI tests revealed that the injury was not in fact in his finger, but in his palm. Neshek wrote
his anger on his website as well as on Facebook. He wrote via Facebook that he's "not happy with anything that has
gone on, especially when it could have been taken care of three weeks ago and I was told the wrong info." This
angered Twin's manager Ron Gardenhire because he was publicly criticizing the Twins organization and their
medical staff. Eventually, the matter was settled. Later he added that "Gardy and I are on the same page" and once
healthy he's willing to pitch wherever the Twins assign him, calling the whole thing "a miscommunication." [8] After
his stint on the DL ended, Neshek was optioned to Triple A Rochester. Neshek was recalled to the majors on
September 6.[9]

Neshek finished the season with a 0-1 win-loss record and 5.00 ERA with 9 strikeouts and 8 walks in 9 innings.
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Pitching style
Neshek has a very unorthodox style of delivery that could best be described as throwing side-arm. He developed it
after being struck in the forearm with a ball in high school by C.J. Woodrow (a former Philadelphia Phillies
farmhand). He then began to throw side arm and play shortstop due to his injury. When it healed, he could not
change back to over the shoulder and his unique delivery stayed the way it is. He still has a lump in his forearm
where he was struck.
The delivery has earned mention on SportsCenter as well as Baseball Tonight. Professional baseball scouts have had
a divided opinion on the issue. Some were worried that this violent-looking delivery would lead to arm problems.
Others considered the delivery to be an asset, as right-handed batters have a very difficult time seeing the ball. For
example, Jose Marzan, his former manager with the Single-A Fort Myers Miracle believes that one of Neshek's
greatest strengths is his ability to have enough strength to throw hard from such an angle, as his fastball used to top
out around 96 mph (154 km/h) prior to his Tommy John surgery. Neshek has had great success in both the minor and
major leagues as a reliever, averaging more than a strikeout per inning pitched.
Neshek suffered an injury during the 2008 season, tearing the UCL in his pitching arm. This injury ultimately
required Tommy John surgery, which sidelined Neshek for the 2009 season.

Personal website
Neshek has created his own website, which he runs entirely on his own. It is for his fans to interact and talk about
collecting autographs. He has been known to auction off some of his game-used items in exchange for memorabilia.
The site has over four thousand members. Neshek himself is also an avid autograph collector.[10]
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External links
• Career statistics and player information from MLB (http:/ / mlb. mlb. com/ team/ player. jsp?player_id=450212),

or  ESPN (http:/ / sports. espn. go. com/ mlb/ players/ stats?playerId=28489), or  Baseball-Reference (http:/ /
www. baseball-reference. com/ players/ n/ neshepa01. shtml), or  Fangraphs (http:/ / www. fangraphs. com/ statss.
aspx?playerid=4682), or  The Baseball Cube (http:/ / www. thebaseballcube. com/ players/ N/ Pat-Neshek. shtml),
or  Baseball-Reference (Minors) (http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ minors/ player. cgi?id=25337)

• Official Website (http:/ / www. patneshek. com/ )
• Pat Neshek's Official Twitter account (https:/ / twitter. com/ PatNeshek)
• Pat Neshek's Unique Penmanship at TwinsCards.com (http:/ / twinscards. com/ viewplayerscareer.

php?PlayerID=18183& PlayerView=Autographs)
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Randy Kutcher

Randy Kutcher

Outfielder

Born: April 20, 1960
Anchorage, Alaska

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 June 19, 1986 for the San Francisco Giants

Last MLB appearance

 September 27, 1990 for the Boston Red Sox

Career statistics 

Batting average   .228

Home runs     10

Runs batted in   40

Teams

• San Francisco Giants (1986-1987)
• Boston Red Sox (1988-1990)

Randy Scott Kutcher (born April 20, 1960) was a Major League Baseball utility outfielder for the San Francisco
Giants and Boston Red Sox from 1986 through 1990. He batted and threw right-handed.
Kutcher was born in Anchorage, Alaska. He was a member of two division-winning teams in his three seasons with
the Red Sox, in 1988 and 1990, when he and Kevin Romine split duties as reserve outfielders for the Red Sox behind
All-Star starters Mike Greenwell, Ellis Burks and Dwight Evans. Kutcher wore jersey number 5 and, later, 55.
In 448 career at bats, Kutcher was a .228 hitter with 10 home runs and 40 runs batted in.

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [1], or Fangraphs [2], or The Baseball Cube [3]

• MLB.com [4] historical statistics
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Rick Sofield

Rick Sofield

Outfielder

Born: December 16, 1956
Cheyenne, Wyoming

Batted: Left Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 April 6, 1979 for the Minnesota Twins

Last MLB appearance

 October 4, 1981 for the Minnesota Twins

Career statistics 

Batting average   .243

Hits   149

Home runs     9

Teams

• Minnesota Twins (1979-1981)

Richard Michael Sofield (born December 16, 1956 in Cheyenne, Wyoming) is a former outfielder in Major League
Baseball.
Sofield played for the Minnesota Twins from 1979-1981, appearing in 207 games and recording 612 at bats for a
career average of .243.
After his playing career ended, he became the assistant baseball coach at the University of South Carolina and later
the head coach at the University of Utah (1988-1994). After leaving Utah, he was a minor league manager for the
Harrisburg Senators, Las Vegas 51s, and Colorado Springs Sky Sox. He is currently the head baseball coach at the
University of South Carolina Beaufort.

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [1], or Fangraphs [2], or The Baseball Cube [3]
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Scott Loucks

Scott Loucks

Outfielder

Born: November 11, 1956
Anchorage, Alaska

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 September 1, 1980 for the Houston Astros

Last MLB appearance

 May 29, 1985 for the Pittsburgh Pirates

Career statistics 

Batting average   .263

Home runs     0

Runs batted in   4

Teams

• Houston Astros (1980-83)
• Pittsburgh Pirates (1985)

Scott Gregory Loucks is a former Major League Baseball outfielder. He played parts of five seasons in the majors
between 1980 and 1985. In none of those seasons did he accumulate more than 49 at bats or 11 hits. Both of those
high-water marks came in 1982 for the Houston Astros, when he was used in 44 games, mainly as a pinch hitter,
pinch runner and/or defensive replacement.

Sources
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [1], or Baseball-Reference (Minors) [2]

{{Persondata | NAME = Loucks, Scott | ALTERNATIVE NAMES = | SHORT DESCRIPTION = | DATE OF
BIRTH = November 11, 1956 | PLACE OF BIRTH = Anchorage, Alaska | DATE OF DEATH = | PLACE OF
DEATH =
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Shanty Hogan

Shanty Hogan

Catcher

Born: March 21, 1906
Somerville, Massachusetts

Died: April 7, 1967 (aged 61)
Boston, Massachusetts

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 June 23, 1925 for the Boston Braves

Last MLB appearance

 June 13, 1937 for the Washington Senators

Career statistics 

Batting average   .295

Home runs     61

RBI   474

Teams

• Boston Braves (1925–1927, 1933–1935)
• New York Giants (1928–1932)
• Washington Senators (1936–1937)

James Francis "Shanty" Hogan (March 21, 1906 – April 7, 1967) was a Major League Baseball catcher from 1925
to 1937. Hogan was listed at 6'1", 240 pounds — an exceptionally large player, especially for his era.[1] Due to this,
there are many anecdotes relating to Hogan and food. This included several conflicts with manager John McGraw,
who often attempted to persuade Hogan to lose weight.[2] He was generally known as a good natured ballplayer and
a decent hitter who often hit over .300 in a season.[2]

Hogan was signed by the Boston Braves on June 18, 1925 as an amateur free agent and made his major league debut
five days later. Hogan played briefly for the Braves in his first two seasons with the team, appearing in nine games in
1925 and four in 1926, hitting for identical .286 averages both seasons. He appeared in 71 games for the Braves in
1927, with 66 hits (including 17 doubles, a triple and three home runs) in 229 at bats for a .288 batting average. The
Braves traded Hogan and outfielder Jimmy Welsh on January 10, 1928 to the New York Giants in exchange for
second baseman Rogers Hornsby.[3]

Hogan broke out in the 1928 season, hitting .333, with 25 doubles, two triples and ten home runs in 131 games.[3] He 
came in 10th in the balloting for the National League Most Valuable Player Award, which was won that season by
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Jim Bottomley of the St. Louis Cardinals, with Rogers Hornsby ranking 13th.[4]

He was part of a vaudeville act, telling jokes and singing parodies with Andy Cohen, a Jewish teammate from the
Giants who played second baseman for the team. After the 1928 season they started performing on the Loew Circuit,
with their first appearance on stage at the Loew's Commodore Theatre in Manhattan on October 15, 1928.[5] The duo
earned $1,800 a week, billed as "Cohen & Hogan", except in Boston, when the billings were reversed. In a 1960
interview, Cohen reminisced that "if we didn't kill vaudeville, we sure helped".[6]

His vaudeville / baseball partner Andy Cohen recalled Hogan as someone who "could have been one of the best
catchers ever... but he ate himself out of the big leagues." Hogan showed up for camp one year weighing 265 pounds
(120 kg) and would run in a rubber suit and take hot showers in an effort to lose weight, but then he'd eat more to
regain his strength, and weight. Giants Manager John McGraw tried to control Hogan's weight by watching his meal
checks, but Hogan developed a system where he would write down foods McGraw would want him to eat, which the
waitresses knew to replace with the foods Hogan wanted to eat. As Cohen recalled, "He'd write down spinach, but
that meant potatoes. He had a whole code of his own.[6]

Hogan batted .300 with five home runs and 45 RBI in the 1929 season. 1930 marked what is arguably his best
all-around season, which he finished with a .339 average 13 home runs and 75 RBI. In 1932, his last season with the
Giants, he dipped down to batting .287, with eight home runs and 77 runs batted in. The Giants sold Hogan to the
Boston Braves on December 29, 1932 for $25,000.[3]

His second stint with the Braves saw a substantial drop in performance, with Hogan batting .253 with three home
runs and 30 RBI in 1933. His average inched up to .262 in 1934, with four home runs and 34 RBI. He appeared in
only 56 games as catcher in 1935, batting .301 and hitting two home runs and 25 RBI. Hogan was released by the
Braves on August 5, 1935, and signed as a free agent one week later by the Cleveland Indians, who sent him to the
Washington Senators in December 1935.[3]

With the Senators, Hogan was a part-time player, batting .323 with a home run and seven RBI in 19 games in 1936.
The 1937 season saw him play in 21 games and bat .152, with no home runs and five RBI. He was part of a May 2,
1937 trade that sent him to the Indianapolis Indians of the American Association in exchange for catcher Johnny
Riddle, but the trade was voided and the players returned to their original teams on May 20. Hogan played in his last
game in the major leagues on June 13, 1937 and the Senators released him eight days later.[3]
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Steve Staggs

Steve Staggs

Second baseman

Born: May 6, 1951
Anchorage, Alaska

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 July 1, 1977 for the Toronto Blue Jays 

Last MLB appearance

 June 20, 1978 for the Oakland Athletics 

Career statistics 

Batting average   .255

Hits   94

Triples   8

Teams

• Toronto Blue Jays (1977)
• Oakland Athletics (1978)

Stephen Robert Staggs (born May 6, 1951 in Anchorage, Alaska) is a former Major League Baseball second
baseman who played for two seasons. He played 72 games for the Toronto Blue Jays during the 1977 Toronto Blue
Jays season and 47 games for the Oakland Athletics during the 1978 Oakland Athletics season.

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [1]
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Ted Lewis (baseball)

Ted Lewis

Pitcher

Born: December 25, 1872
Machynlleth, Wales

Died: March 23, 1936 (aged 63)
Durham, New Hampshire

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 July 6, 1896 for the Boston Beaneaters

Last MLB appearance

 September 26, 1901 for the Boston Americans

Career statistics 

Win-Loss Record   94-64

Strikeouts     378

Earned run average   3.53

Teams

• Boston Beaneaters (1896-1900)
• Boston Americans (1901)

Career highlights and awards

• Led National League in winning percentage: 1896

Edward Morgan Lewis (December 25, 1872, in Machynlleth, Wales – May 23, 1936 in Durham, New Hampshire)
Nicknamed "The Pitching Professor," Ted Lewis was one of only three Welsh-born players to break into major
league baseball in the U.S. (the others being Jimmy Austin and Peter Morris). He was 23 years old when he debuted
on July 6, 1896, with the Boston Beaneaters. After the 1901 season, he retired from baseball to teach full-time at
Columbia University and later at Williams College. He became a prominent educator, eventually serving as president
of Massachusetts State College, 1926-27, and the University of New Hampshire from 1927 until his death in
Durham, New Hampshire. He is buried in Durham Cemetery.
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References
• Ffaith [1]

• Baseball Almanac [2]

Sources
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference [3], or Baseball-Reference (Minors) [4]
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Tom Sullivan (catcher)
Thomas Brandon Sullivan (December 19, 1906 in Nome, Alaska – August 16, 1944 in Seattle, Washington) is a
former Major League Baseball catcher. In 1925 he appeared in his one and only major league game for the
Cincinnati Reds.
He was the first of only ten MLB players born in Alaska. [1]

Sullivan reached the big leagues at age 18 with the Cincinnati Reds. He was the second youngest player in the league
that year.
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Tony Conigliaro

Tony Conigliaro

Right fielder

Born: January 7, 1945
Revere, Massachusetts

Died: February 24, 1990 (aged 45)
Salem, Massachusetts

Batted: Right Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 April 16, 1964 for the Boston Red Sox 

Last MLB appearance

 June 12, 1975 for the Boston Red Sox 

Career statistics 

Batting average   .264

Home runs     166

Runs batted in   516

Teams

• Boston Red Sox (1964–1967, 1969–1970)
• California Angels (1971)
• Boston Red Sox (1975)

Career highlights and awards

• All-Star selection (1967)
• 1969 AL Comeback Player of the Year
• 1970 Hutch Award

Anthony Richard Conigliaro (January 7, 1945 - February 24, 1990), nicknamed "Tony C" and "Conig",[1] [2] was a
Major League Baseball outfielder and right-handed batter who played for the Boston Red Sox (1964–67,
1969–1970, 1975) and California Angels (1971). He was born in Revere, Massachusetts, and was a 1962 graduate of
St. Mary's High School (Lynn, Massachusetts). During the Red Sox "Impossible Dream" season of 1967, he was hit
in the face by a pitch, causing a severe eye injury and derailing his career. Though he would make a dramatic
comeback from the injury, his career was not the same afterwards.

Baseball career
Conigliaro was signed by the Red Sox in 1962, at the age of 17. In 1963, he batted .363 with 24 home runs in the
New York - Penn League and was subsequently called up to the majors.
During his 1964 rookie season, Conigliaro batted .290 with 24 home runs and 52 RBI in 111 games, but broke his
arm and his toes in August.
In his sophomore season in 1965, Conigliaro led the league in home runs (32); he therefore became the youngest
home run champion in American League history. He was selected for the All-Star Game in 1967. In that season, at
age 22, he reached a career total of 100 home runs.[3]

On August 18, 1967, the Red Sox were playing the California Angels at Fenway Park. Conigliaro, batting against 
Jack Hamilton, was hit by a pitch on his left cheekbone, and was carried off the field on a stretcher. He sustained a

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Right_fielder
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Revere%2C_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Salem%2C_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Batting_average
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Home_run
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Runs_batted_in
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boston_Red_Sox
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1964_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1967_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1969_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1970_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Los_Angeles_Angels_of_Anaheim
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1971_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boston_Red_Sox
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1975_in_baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Major_League_Baseball_All-Star_Game
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1967_Major_League_Baseball_All-Star_Game
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=AL_Comeback_Player_of_the_Year
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hutch_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Major_League_Baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Outfielder
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boston_Red_Sox
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Los_Angeles_Angels
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Revere%2C_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=St._Mary%27s_High_School_%28Lynn%2C_Massachusetts%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=1967_Boston_Red_Sox_season
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Batting_average
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Home_run
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_York_-_Penn_League
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Run_batted_in
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=American_League
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Major_League_Baseball_All-Star_Game
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fenway_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jack_Hamilton_%28baseball%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hit_by_pitch
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cheekbone
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Stretcher


Tony Conigliaro 81

linear fracture of the left cheekbone and a dislocated jaw with severe damage to his left retina.[4] The batting helmet
he was wearing did not have the protective ear-flap that has since become standard.
A year and a half later, Conigliaro made a remarkable return, hitting 20 homers with 82 RBI in 141 games, earning
Comeback Player of the Year honors. In 1970, he reached career-high numbers in HRs (36) and RBI (116). That
season he and his brother Billy formed two-thirds of the Red Sox outfield. After a stint with the Angels in 1971, he
returned to the Red Sox briefly in 1975 as a DH, but was forced to retire because his eyesight had been permanently
damaged.
Conigliaro batted .267, with 162 home runs and 501 RBI during his 802-game Red Sox career. With the Angels, he
hit .222, 4, 15, in 74 games. He holds the MLB record for most home runs (25) hit by a teenage player. He is the
second-youngest player to hit his 100th homer (after Mel Ott in 1931), and the youngest American League player to
do so.
Tony C was also one of the first athletes to be featured in other entertainment venues. During the height of his
popularity in 1965, he recorded, having a regional hit, "Put-Put", which he performed on the Merv Griffin show,
among others.

Final years
After his retirement, Conigliaro joined KGO-TV Channel 7 in San Francisco as a sports anchor. On January 3, 1982,
Conigliaro, in Boston to interview for a broadcasting position, suffered a heart attack while being driven to the
airport by his brother Billy. Shortly thereafter, he suffered a stroke and lapsed into a coma. Conigliaro remained in
basically a vegetative state until his death more than eight years later. He lived these final years at his parents' home
in Nahant, Massachusetts. In February 1990, he died in Salem, Massachusetts at the age of 45. In commemoration,
the Red Sox wore black armbands that season. He is buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, Malden, Massachusetts.[5]

Currently, the Tony Conigliaro Award is given annually to the player who best overcomes an obstacle and adversity
through the attributes of spirit, determination and courage that were trademarks of Conigliaro.

Conigliaro's Corner
For the start of the 2007 season, Red Sox ownership added a new 200-seat bleacher section on the right field roof,
providing an additional 16,000 available tickets for the season.[6] It was named "Conigliaro's Corner" in honor of
Tony Conigliaro. The seats were being marketed specifically towards families.[6] As of May 2007, the section was
reserved for Red Sox Nation members on Saturdays and Red Sox Kid Nation members on Sundays.[6] The seats
were removed prior to the start of the 2009 season.
However, this little section of seats, (since removed as mentioned above), high above right field in foul territory was
not the original "Conig's Corner". Long-time fans may recall that when Tony first was making his comeback, he
complained about not being able to see the ball well coming from the pitcher's hand because of all of the brightly
colored clothing being worn by fans directly behind the pitcher in dead center field. To address Tony's problem,
these seats were first blocked off and covered in black tarp to provide a better hitter's background. This little
triangular area of seats directly adjacent to the center field TV camera nest was the original Conig's Corner at
Fenway Park. These same seats are still blocked off for day games (for the same reason), but their association with
Tony C. appears to have been lost over the years.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Retina
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Batting_helmet
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=MLB_Comeback_Player_of_the_Year_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Billy_Conigliaro
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mel_Ott
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=KGO-TV
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Myocardial_infarction
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Billy_Conigliaro
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Stroke
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Salem%2C_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tony_Conigliaro_Award


Tony Conigliaro 82

Bibliography
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Tony Solaita

Tony Solaita

First baseman

Born: January 15, 1947
Nu'uuli, American Samoa

Died: February 10, 1990 (aged 43)
Nu'uuli, American Samoa

Batted: Left Threw: Left 

MLB debut

 September 16, 1968 for the New York Yankees

Last MLB appearance

 September 30, 1979 for the Toronto Blue Jays

Career statistics 

Batting average   .255

Home runs     50

Runs batted in   203

Teams

• New York Yankees (1968)
• Kansas City Royals (1974-76)
• California Angels (1976-78)
• Montreal Expos (1979)
• Toronto Blue Jays (1979)
• Nippon Ham Fighters (1980-83)

Tolia "Tony" Solaita (January 15, 1947 - February 10, 1990) was a Major League Baseball player for the New
York Yankees, Kansas City Royals, California Angels, Toronto Blue Jays, and Montreal Expos between 1968 and
1979. He also played four seasons in Japan for the Nippon Ham Fighters from 1980 to 1983.
As of 2008, Solaita is the only Major League Baseball player to have hailed from American Samoa.[1] Pitcher Mike
Fetters[2] and outfielder Benny Agbayani[3] are Hawaiian-born players of half-Samoan ancestry, while outfielder
Chris Aguila is also partially Samoan[4] and was born in California.
Solaita had been a prolific home run hitter in the minor leagues, hitting 49 home runs in 1968 for High
Point-Thomasville, but was mostly relegated to a backup position during his Major League playing days. In 1975,
while playing for the Royals, he hit 16 home runs in 231 at-bats, second to only Dave Kingman in home run to at-bat
ratio.
After becoming a free agent following the 1979 season, Solaita, opted for a four-year contract in the Japanese
League, where he was designated hitter for the Nippon Ham Fighters and averaged nearly 40 home runs a year.
Solaita retired after the 1983 season.
He was murdered in Tafuna, American Samoa on February 10, 1990. He was shot in a dispute over a land
transaction.[5]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=First_baseman
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nu%27uuli
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=American_Samoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nu%27uuli
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=American_Samoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_York_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Toronto_Blue_Jays
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Batting_average
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Home_run
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Runs_batted_in
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_York_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kansas_City_Royals
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Los_Angeles_Angels_of_Anaheim
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Washington_Nationals
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Toronto_Blue_Jays
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hokkaido_Nippon_Ham_Fighters
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Major_League_Baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_York_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_York_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kansas_City_Royals
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Los_Angeles_Angels_of_Anaheim
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Toronto_Blue_Jays
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Washington_Nationals
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hokkaido_Nippon_Ham_Fighters
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mike_Fetters
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mike_Fetters
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benny_Agbayani
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chris_Aguila
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Home_run
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dave_Kingman
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Designated_hitter
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hokkaido_Nippon_Ham_Fighters


Tony Solaita 84

References
[1] "The Baseball Cube" (http:/ / www. thebaseballcube. com/ cities/ SM. shtml). Baseball Players born in Samoa. . Retrieved 7 July 2008.
[2] Al Chase (3 December 2003). "Fetters: Mulling his options: Arizona leaves Mike Fetters free to deal" (http:/ / starbulletin. com/ 2002/ 12/ 03/

sports/ index1. html). Honolulu Star-Bulletin. . Retrieved 7 July 2008.
[3] "IMDb" (http:/ / www. imdb. com/ name/ nm1154553/ bio). Benny Agbayani - Biography. . Retrieved 7 July 2008.
[4] "SNY.tv" (http:/ / web. sny. tv/ news/ article. jsp?ymd=20080609& content_id=1463130& oid=36018& vkey=9). Aguila works hard, waits

for his chance. . Retrieved 7 July 2008.
[5] "O Aiga Pesipolo" (http:/ / home. roadrunner. com/ ~vibaseball/ toliasolaita. html). The Tony Solaita Story: Part VI. . Retrieved 7 July 2008.

External links
• Career statistics and player information from Baseball-Reference (http:/ / www. baseball-reference. com/ players/

s/ solaito01. shtml), or  Fangraphs (http:/ / www. fangraphs. com/ statss. aspx?playerid=1012265), or  The
Baseball Cube (http:/ / www. thebaseballcube. com/ players/ S/ tony-solaita. shtml)

• The Deadball Era (http:/ / www. thedeadballera. com/ Obits/ Solaita. Tony. Obit. html)

http://www.thebaseballcube.com/cities/SM.shtml
http://starbulletin.com/2002/12/03/sports/index1.html
http://starbulletin.com/2002/12/03/sports/index1.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Honolulu_Star-Bulletin
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1154553/bio
http://web.sny.tv/news/article.jsp?ymd=20080609&content_id=1463130&oid=36018&vkey=9
http://home.roadrunner.com/~vibaseball/toliasolaita.html
http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/solaito01.shtml
http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/solaito01.shtml
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=1012265
http://www.thebaseballcube.com/players/S/tony-solaita.shtml
http://www.thedeadballera.com/Obits/Solaita.Tony.Obit.html


Walter Young (baseball) 85

Walter Young (baseball)

Walter Young

First baseman

Batted: Left Threw: Right 

MLB debut

 September 6, 2005 for the Baltimore Orioles 

Last MLB appearance

 October 2, 2005 for the Baltimore Orioles 

Career statistics 

Batting average   .303

RBI   3

Home runs     1

Teams

• Baltimore Orioles (2005)

Walter Earnest Young, Jr. (born February 18, 1980) is a former Major League Baseball first baseman and
designated hitter who played for the Baltimore Orioles in 2005.
He is known for his large size and his ability to hit towering home runs. Young is listed at 6' 5" and 322 pounds,
giving him a Body Mass Index of 38.2 (over 30 is considered "obese"), the highest BMI of any major-league player
in history.

Baseball career
Young was born in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. An accomplished high school football player at Purvis High School in
Purvis, Mississippi, Young turned down a scholarship offer from LSU to sign with and play baseball for the
Pittsburgh Pirates.
He advanced steadily through the system, but before the 2004 season the Pirates released him. He was claimed on
waivers by the Orioles and assigned to their Class AA affiliate, the Bowie Baysox. Young recovered from a slow
start in Bowie to set a club record with 33 home runs and appear in the Eastern League All-Star Game. In 2005, he
participated in the Orioles' spring training, and started the regular season with the Orioles' Class AAA affiliate, the
Ottawa Lynx.
Young was called up to the Orioles on September 1, 2005, after batting .286 with 13 home runs and 81 RBIs at
Ottawa. Since 2005 was the last year that he could be optioned to the minors without having to pass through waivers,
the Orioles said upon promoting him that they would use him in September to see if he fit into their plans for 2006.
Young played 15 games for the Orioles in 2005, finishing with a .303 (10 for 33) batting average, one home run, and
3 RBIs. In the offseason, Young played for LaGuaria in the Venezuelan Winter League.
In January 2006, Young was designated for assignment by the Orioles, after the O's had signed first 
basemen/outfielders Jeff Conine and Kevin Millar. Young was then claimed off waivers by the San Diego Padres, 
but faced much competition for the first base job: although their regular first baseman, Ryan Klesko, started the 
season on the disabled list, Young did not win a spot on the major league roster out of spring training; Adrian 
Gonzalez became their starting first baseman instead. Young was sent to the Padres' Class AAA affiliate, the 
Portland Beavers, where he shared a first-base job with Paul McAnulty. He started the season in a slump; and 
although he hit his second and third home runs for the Beavers on April 23, 2006, the Padres released him two days
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later to make room for pitcher Jon Adkins, who they were sending back to Portland.
On May 8, the Houston Astros signed Young and assigned him to their Class AA affiliate, the Corpus Christi Hooks,
where he spent the rest of the season and watched Hunter Pence lead the team to a Texas League championship.
On March 29, 2007, the independent Winnipeg Goldeyes signed Young.[1] Young spent the full 2007 season with the
Goldeyes, batting .313 with 21 home runs, 78 RBIs, and two stolen bases.[2] The Goldeyes exercised Young's 2008
option following the season,[3] but instead he signed with the Sussex Skyhawks. Later in 2008, Young moved to the
Sioux City Explorers and became an integral part leading the team to the American Association playoffs where he
hit .367 with 5 home runs and 29 RBIs in only 26 games.
In January 2009, Young re-signed with Sioux City and played for the Explorers until the end of June. In July, he
signed to play for the Edmonton Capitals of the Golden Baseball League. After about a month there, he was released
on August 17. He began playing semi-pro baseball with his hometown Hattiesburg Black Sox in 2010.[4]

Post-baseball career
Young, who had planned to pursue a degree in criminal justice with LSU before signing with the Pirates,[4] joined
the Forrest County Sheriff’s Department and began working as a shift sergeant at the county jail.[4] As of 2010, he
was pursuing a degree from the online University of Phoenix.[4]
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Cube (http:/ / www. thebaseballcube. com/ players/ Y/ Walter-Young. shtml)
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